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Church fan a cafe, a sports 
centre or with punk friends? 



Your dream for 
a different kind 
of church could 
come true 
thanks to a new 
Cutting Edge 
Group 
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The Right Revd Dominic Walker, Bishop of Reading, has been elected as Bishop of Monmouth in succession 
to Rowan Williams, while Bishop Mike Hill is leaving the Buckingham Archdeaconry to become Bishop of Bristol 



THE Oxford Diocese is to lose two of its three Area Bishops in 
the space of a few months as they move on to become diocesan 
bishops. On 10 December the Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd 
Dominic Walker OGF was elected as the ninth Bishop of 
Monmouth and the following week the Queen approved the 
nomination of the Right Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of Buckingham 
as the next Bishop of Bristol. Bishop Dominic’s enthronement is 
planned for 29 March in St Woolo’s Cathedral, Newport and 
Bishop Mike takes up his new duties in the summer. 

Order of the Good Shepherd 

Dominic Walker was consecrated Area Bishop of Reading in 1997 
after serving as Team Rector and Rural Dean of Brighton. He is a 
member of the Order of the Good Shepherd and has played a sig- 
nificant role within the national Church in the ministries of heal- 
ing and deliverance. He was a co-author if the major Church of 
England report A Time to Heal. Bishop Dominic has been com- 
mitted to spending a day each month as a parish priest and our 
front page picture shows him with a pre-school group on a recent 
visit to Owlsmoor near Bracknell. He is also chairman of the 



Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals. 

In the Church in Wales bishops are elected by a college drawn 
from clerical and lay representatives. The Bishop of Oxford said: 
‘It is a tribute to his qualities that, though he is only half Welsh, 
Dominic has been elected Bishop of a Welsh Diocese. He has been 
a wonderful Bishop who has made a huge contribution to the 
Diocese of Oxford.’ 

Bishop Mike Hill first came to the Oxford Diocese in 1981 to a 
succession of posts: curate of St Paul’s Slough (1981-3), priest-in- 
charge and then Rector of St Leonard’s Chesham Bois and Rural 
Dean of Amersham (1989 - 1992). From 1992 he was 
Archdeacon of Berkshire before his appointment as Bishop of 
Buckingham in 1998. 

Strategy for evangelism 

Bom in Manchester and educated in Cheshire, Mike Hill gained a 
diploma in business studies before going on to work as a junior 
executive in the printing industry. He has put his knowledge of the 
world of commerce, business and education to good use in helping 
to develop diocesan strategy for evangelism. His two books 



Reaching the Unchurched ( 1992) and Lifelines (1996) reflect his 
special interest in mission to those outside the Church. ‘Bishop 
Mike has made an outstanding contribution to the Diocese of 
Oxford, not only in the Buckinghamshire archdeaconry, but in his 
sense of mission and strategic thinking for the Oxford Diocese as 
a whole’, the Bishop of Oxford said. 

Mike Hill has been married to Anthea for 30 years. She is a pal- 
liative care nurse and they have four daughters and a son aged 26 
to 16. Describing himself as a ‘great sports fanatic’ Bishop Mike is 
still an active supporter of his home team, Manchester United. He 
is also a keen tennis playen 

In the Oxford Diocese the Area Bishops have much more inde- 
pendence in the pastoral care of their archdeaconry than suffragan 
bishops elsewhere and the departure of two bishops almost in one 
go is a major upheaval. So as our Church leaders meet to consider 
nominations for the vacancies your prayers are asked for them and 
for Bishops Dominic and Mike now and in their future ministries. 

The Bishop of Oxford writes about the appointment process on page 8. 




Bishops who are on the ball 

(Above ) The Bishop of Buckingham holds up the red card to 
brings some justice into the 'Unfair Football’ match at the 
Unconventional Convention at High Wycombe in July 2002. 
And (right) the Bishop of Reading proved a popular visitor 
when he called on the 'Junior Dragons’ parents and toddlers 
pre-school group in the Parish of St George, Owlsmoor 
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Shining like stars in a very dark sky 



IT has become almost a tru- 
ism to say that we are living in 
dangerous and difficult times. 
As the early years of the mil- 
lennium unfold, the interna- 
tional scene becomes more 
uncertain with the real possi- 
bility of war, and at home 
there is a growing sense of 
insecurity. In one sense it was 
ever thus, and we are con- 
stantly called by the advertis- 
ing media to put a gloss on 
life which in order to hide the 
‘dark monsters’ which lurk 
just beneath the surface. To 
live with such unreality will 
eventually lead us to disaster. 

For many in our world the 
dark monsters of fear, vio- 
lence, grinding famine and 
poverty, injustice, corruption 
and persecution (to name but 
a few) are everyday realities: 
there is no gloss of unreality. 
Christians as Kingdom people 
and the Church as Kingdom 
community, are called to face 
this darkness and share life in 
a new dimension. 

Living Kingdom hope 

Having just celebrated 
Christmas, the themes of light 
and darkness should be fresh 
in our minds. The light, in 
Jesus Christ, has come to 
overcome and vanquish the 
darkness, and as the people of 
light we are called to confront 



the darkness wherever it seeks 
to envelop us. This is no easy 
task, and often we shy from it 
because it seems too danger- 
ous or too costly. 

Sometimes the darkness 
appears so intense that we are 
overwhelmed by it, and find 
ourselves paralysed. On 
occasions we simply cling to 
the known and familiar 
because that seems to be the 
only point of 
safety. 

Paralysis and 
fear can never 
be the genuine 
Kingdom 
response. No 
matter how 
dark the dark- 
ness, we are called to look 
beyond it to the reality of 
heaven, so that, no matter 
how insignificant it may seem, 
the life of heaven can be expe- 
rienced here on earth. To wor- 
ship God is to be prepared to 
live in this new dimension and 
to live with vibrant hope - or, 
as St Paul, says ‘shine like stars 
in a dark sky’. 

This is the essence of Sharing 
Life. It is not primarily about 
slick programmes or clever 
plans to get people into 
church: it is sharing the new 
living hope we have discov- 
ered in the person of Jesus 
Christ. 



From theory to reality 

Many would long to live in 
this new dimension, individu- 
ally and also corporately, but 
sometimes it seems very hard. 
The community of the 
Church can often seem unre- 
lated to the real world in 
which we find ourselves, and 
working out discipleship in 
the place of work or within 
relationships, whether in fam- 
ily or else- 
where, can 
seem very per- 
p 1 e x i n g . 
Perhaps part of 
the secret is 
that we talk the 
theory, but 
never give 
opportunity for it to become 
reality. So often, our present 
experience and expression of 
Church never allow the possi- 
bility of real meeting. There is 
never real opportunity to 
grow in honesty and openness 
and to explore together how 
we live the life of the 
Kingdom. 

One of the remarkable 
aspects of the earthly ministry 
of Jesus was the amount of 
time he invested in relation- 
ships. Crowds were impor- 
tant to him, but beyond that 
was his love of and passion 
for the individual and the 
small group. It was here that 



significant growth took place 
in the life of the disciple. To 
move from the theory of the 
Kingdom into living its reality 
we need to be willing to stop 
our planning, set our pro- 
grammes aside, and begin 
investing in relationships 
which are gathered around 
and centred on Jesus Christ. 

Walking on water 

When the disciples saw Jesus 
walking towards them across 
the surface of the lake of 
Galilee they were actually 
quite content with the safety of 
the boat. Walking on water 
was way beyond their experi- 
ence and was not a hobby they 
particularly wanted to take up 
- security of the known seemed 
very desirable. 

Part of Kingdom living is to 
hear the call of Jesus Christ to 
leave the safe, secure and sen- 
sible and begin to live the new 
dimension of the Kingdom, to 
walk on water. This is, I 
believe, the challenge of the 
Spirit to the Church in this 
nation in these days. Only as 
we have the courage to live in 
this way will the theory 
become a reality, that the 
vibrancy of Kingdom hope 
will be experienced and life 
shared within a broken and 
hurting world. 



CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 



God speed the plough 




ON PLOUGH SUNDAY (12 January) at Heythrop Church, the Revd 
Mark Abrey, Rector of the Chase Benefice, asked God's blessing on a 
plough brought by a local farmer and all who work on the land. The 
preacher was the Rural and Regional Officer, the Revd Glyn Evans. 



A blessing on those 
who cultivate the soil 

Bless, 0 God, the ploughs 
and tractors, the drills, 
the cultivators and 
the harvesters, the spades, 
the forks, the hoes, 
and all the tools used in cul- 
tivation in this benefice, 
and bless all who use them as 
they cultivate the soil and go 
about their daily work; may 
their souls be open to the cul- 
tivation of holiness. 

In the name of God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
All: God speed the plough 



CMS appointment 
for Chris Neai 

congratulations to Chris 
Neal who is moving to CMS, to 
the newly created 
post of Director of 
Mission Movement. 

Chris is currently 
Director of 
Evangelisation in the Oxford 
Diocese and has been closely 
involved with the development 
of Sharing Life. He is also 
Rector of Thame Valley Team 
Ministry and during his 17 
years in Thame has planted five 
congregations and 40 new cell 
groups. He won't be leaving 
this page just yet! 




Make your cuppa count! 



WHEN you drink a cup of tea 
or coffee, make sure that the 
producer is getting a living 
wage - by buying fair trade 
goods. In Fairtrade Fortnight 
(3 to 16 March) Christian 
Concern for One World is 
encouraging us to ‘make 



every cuppa count’ by serv- 
ing fair trade products at our 
church functions. More 
information and ideas 
(including fair trade fashion 
shows and tastings) from 
www.fairtrade.org.uk, or 
CCOW on 01865 874778. 



Community join in Passion play 



AMERSHAM’S passion play, to 
be performed in March, will 
be a major community event. 
Over 150 adults and chil- 
dren will take part; seven 
local groups will each per- 
form one scene. Props and 
costumes are being made 
locally, and the play is being 
directed by Stan Pretty, a 
professional actor and direc- 



tor, who lives in Amersham. 
The production, he says, will 
appeal to all ages and to 
non-church as well as 
churchgoers. The Passion 
Play in Amersham will be at 
St Mary’s Church, Old 
Amersham from 12 to 15 
March at 8pm. Tickets 
(£7.50, concessions £6) from 
01494 721323. 



Medical ethics group 

THE Oxford Diocesan Board duced a leaflet called Whose 
for Social Responsibility has decision is it anyway? about 
started a new medical ethics autonomy. It is available free 
group, chaired by the Revd from the BSR office at Church 
Jeremy Trigg. They have pro- % House: 01865 208213. 



Clergy win study awards 



THREE clergymen in the 
Diocese have won national 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Bur- 
saries to enable them to under- 
take theological research. The 
Revd Tony Viglei; Vicar of St 
John the Evangelist and St 
Stephen, Reading, is looking at 
apocalyptic literature and its 
current pastoral and political rel- 
evance, especially since 1 1 
September 2001. The Revd 



Henry Everett, Vicar of All 
Saints’, Reading and Secretary 
of the Reading Inter-faith 
Group, will travel to India to 
compare the practices of 
Christian and Muslim pilgrims. 
The Revd Richard Thomas, 
Diocesan Director of 
Communications, is doing 
a part-time masters degree 
on modern Pagan 
Witchcraft (Wiccan) y 



New ecumenical role 



DOUGLAS Butterfield, 

Moderator of Churches 
Together in Buckinghamshire 
since 1992, has been appoint- 
ed County Ecumenical 
Development Officer, succeed- 
ing Canon Derek Palmer who 



died last March. Douglas is a 
self-employed social worker 
and a member of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers). 
He welcomes invitations to 
visit Churches Together groups 
and LEPs in Buckinghamshire. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Synod hits a youthful high note 



Christine Zwart reports 




Some of the young people from churches in High Wycombe who 
led the Synod in a guided meditation. Photographs:Richard Hancock 



VISION, pace and a mixture 
of the formal and informal 
were some of the reasons why 
Doris Swinbank (Maidenhead) 
described the Diocesan Synod 
at High Wycombe on 23 
November as ‘the best ever’. 

The day began on a youthful 
note when young people from 
All Saints’ High Wycombe 
and St Mary's Amersham led 
a guided meditation. Their 
five-minute videos had came 
first and second respectively in 
the ‘God is not Dead’ compe- 
tition. In a separate item 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
Andrew Gear, spoke about 
this project whose aim was to 
engage young people in 
Sharing Life. For the benefit of 
those members who had not 
seen the High Wycombe and 
Amersham entries at the 
Unconventional Oscars cere- 
mony in July, the very impres- 
sive films were shown again to 
warm applause. 

Youth work, once a 
Cinderella ministry seen as ‘a 
gap year occupation’ is 
increasingly regarded as a 
vocation, said the Bishop of 
Dorchester. He was speaking 
on behalf of a motion affirm- 
ing youth workers and the 
importance of their work and 
also proposing to license them. 

Reviewing recent trends in 
youth work, Andrew Gear 



said that in 1995 there were 
17 in post but now there are 
40 plus several in training. 
Two youth workers, Yvonne 
Morris from St Matthew's 
Oxford and Mark Berry from 
Wing spoke of their calling 
(Yvonne’s words were spoken 
by Sarah Hamilton from 
Wycombe) and of the value, 
support, accountability and 
resources that licensing would 
bring. The motion including 
the proposal for ‘Licensed 
Youth Ministers’ with permis- 
sion to lead public worship 
and to preach was passed 
unanimously. 

Look into clergy houses 

There was a glimpse into the 
work of the Diocesan 
Buildings committee which 
currently oversees 450 houses 
with a market value in excess 
of £150,000,000. The aim of 
the Committee, said its 
Chairman, Sir Brian Smith, is 
to provide housing in the right 
place, suitable for ministry 
and family life and to provide 
a user-friendly service. A pre- 
sentation by Roger Harwood, 
Director of Buildings and 
Glebe, included the different 
types of ownership, income 
and expenditure, historic 
resources and the use of capi- 
tal. In the questions which fol- 
lowed was one relating to the 



involvement of clergy spouses 
and younger family members 
on the Buildings Committee. 

Welcome for Methodists 

In a debate on the proposed 
Anglican-Methodist 
Covenant, Diocesan lay chair- 
man, Penny Keens, introduced 
the Revd Fred Ireland and the 
Revd Roger Faulkner, 
Methodist ministers involved 
in ecumenical work with 
Anglicans. Mrs Tessa Kuin 
Lawton, ecumenical officer 
for Oxfordshire, spoke of the 
benefits of organic unity. The 
Covenant was, she said, both 
a statement about where we 
are already and commitment 
for the future. Roger Faulkner 



commended the study group 
material ‘A Church shaped for 
Mission’ while Mr Ireland 
noted that people ‘out there’ 
don’t care about denomina- 
tions. The priority word is 
‘mission’ he said and the 
Covenant enables the church 
to do mission well. Synod 
passed a procedural motion 
noting the report with one 
abstention. There will be a 
debate on the proposed 
Covenant at the March Synod. 

In a debate on the 2003 
Budget the Chairman of the 
Board of Finance spoke of 
two new items proposed in 
the budget, a five year com- 
mitment to an annual grant of 
£15,000 to our link Diocese of 



Kimberley &c Kuruman in 
South Africa which will 
enable them to employ more 
priests and to raise stipends 
slightly and a provision of 
£17,500 for child protection 
work in our Diocese. Points 
made in the discussion includ- 
ed the need for continued dis- 
cipline over cost savings, the 
unsustainable increases in 
parish share projected for a 
few parishes and concern for 
the Church to put Bible-based 
mission before finance. 

Swedish link approved 

The proposal for a partner- 
ship between the Oxford 
Diocese and the Diocese of 
Vaxjo in Sweden was moved 
by the Bishop of Reading who 
noted some differences but 
many similarities between the 
two Dioceses. Following a 
discussion Synod unanimous- 
ly agreed that in the spirit of 
the Porvoo agreement the 
Oxford Diocese should enter 
into a link relationship with 
the Diocese of Vaxjo in the 
Church of Sweden. 

In brief 

• Canon Alan Wilson 
reviewed last year’s 
‘Unconventional’. 

• David Wright and Beverley 
Ruddock reported on General 
Synod. See page 4. 




The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Right Revd Colin Fletcher, proposes 
a motion to license youth workers. 




Roger Harwood, Director of 
Buildings and Glebe, explains the 
work of the Buildings Committee. 



On the brink of war 



‘We continue to believe that 
a conclusive case has yet to 
be made in favour of military 
action against Iraq. We do 
not believe the evidence pre- 
sented to date suggests a 
clear link between Iraq and 
Al Qaeda or that Iraq poses 
an immediate threat to inter- 
national security. Without 
compelling new evidence to 
the contrary, we contend that 
military action could not be 
morally justified.’ 

Part of a submission to the Foreign 
Affairs Select Committee by the 
House of Bishops on 15 January. The 
full text is at 

www.cofe.anglican.org/papers 



AS we go to press we have 
heard of a number of peace 
meetings. In Milton Keynes 
there have been weekly 'Not in 
our name' vigils on Mondays 
outside the railway station 
between 5.30pm and 6.30pm. 
On 22 January there was an 
hour long 'Peace Vigil' with 
poetry, prayer and silence at 
All Saints' Convent, Oxford. 

'Whatever our view of this 
action, we need to pray for and 
support our troops in Iraq/ 
said Richard Thomas, Diocesan 
Communication Director. 
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Homelessness: a call for change 

A record number of people took part in the annual Oxford 
Sleep-out on 25 November. More that £15,000 was pledged by 
the 150 sponsored supporters who braved heavy showers to 
sleep out overnight in St Clement’s Churchyard. The response 
from Oxford and further afield has been terrific’ said Andrew 
Smith, the event’s co-ordinator. ‘We had several groups of young 
people and students taking part. One man from Slough heard 
about the it on the radio and raised £400-worth of sponsorship’ 
he said. Since it began in 1995, the Oxford Sleep-out has raised 
more than £125,000 to help projects for homeless people. 

• Homelessness Sunday on 26 January has the theme of ‘A 
Call for Change’. Churches are invited to speak up for those 
affected by homelessness and to work to build a caring society 
which understands that not having a home is unjust and unnec- 
essary. That evening all Oxford churches were due to take part 
in a candlelight ‘promenade’ around the City centre accompa- 
nied by the Salvation Army band. 



Chaplain for Reading businesses 



THE shops and businesses of 
Reading are to have their own 
chaplain. The Bishop of 
Oxford has appointed the Revd 
Susan van Beveren as the 
Chaplain for Work and 
Economic Life to Reading. She is 
no stranger to trade and industry 
and currendy runs her own con- 
sulting business. 

After reading theology at 
Oxford, Susan spent three years 
with the Lee Abbey 
Community. Next she went to 
Melbourne, Australia as a lay 
assistant before becoming 
Diocesan Director of Children’s 



and Families’ Ministry. 

In 1993 Mrs van Beveren 
became lay chaplain with the 
Inter-Church Trade and 
Industry Mission Australia Ltd 
and was also appointed a senior 
consultant within the group’s 
consulting division. She contin- 
ued both roles after her ordina- 
tion until moving to Holland 
with her husband in 1999. 

Since the birth of their second 
child Susan van Beveren has a 
been an NSM in the Anglican 
chaplaincy of Christ Church, 
Amsterdam in addition to her 
consultancy work. 
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Shades of Glass Studio 



Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
& vandal-proof 
protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised & Stainless 
Steel protective grills 

References available , 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 



Lead Light 
‘Windows 

Craftsmen built Lead 
Light and Stained Glass 
Windows, Specialists in 
Church Window 
refurbishment and 
replacement. 
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INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
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People & places 



Princess Anne in Dorchester 

Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal was at Dorchester 
Abbey on 17 December, when she attended The Coming of 
Christmas’, a candlelight evening of Christmas music and read- 
ings in aid of the Home Farm Trust of which she is patron. The 
Trust, founded in 1962, provides services for people with 
learning disabilities. Photographs: Frank Blackwell 





Pictures from top: Princess 
Anne with choristers from 
Magdalen College, Oxford who 
took part in the concert 
• Actors Sylvia Syms and Jeremy 
Irons in conversation after the per- 
formance in which they presented 
a variety of readings. 

•The concert was held before the 
completion of a major building 
and restoration work at the 
Abbey and on her way in, the 
Princess, escorted by the Rector 
of Dorchester, Canon John Crowe, 
stopped to view the extensive area 
of scaffolding. Also in the picture is 
Home Farm Trust Chairman 
Richard Price MBE. 



SNIPPETS 



We should treasure our Cathedral 

I wish to thank everyone for making it possible for so many of us to attend the 
Jubilee Tea Party given by our Bishop last October. I was surprised and 
delighted to be chosen by my parish to attend. My husband and I arrived at the 
Cathedral in time for a tour of this ancient building. We looked through a door 
into the Dean's residence where Lewis Carol lived and wrote his Alice in 
Wonderland. Later we were given a lovely tea in the Great Hall, where the 
Bishop welcomed us. Our visit ended with Choral Evensong. We should treasure 
our Cathedral with its history and beautiful choral music, carried out everyday. 
May it always continue the same. There is a need in these dangerous, uncertain 
times for prayer: 'A Holy place, is where we are fuelled by worship and wonder' 
(New Daylight). Blessings to you all! Cynthia Kemp, Granborough 



Keeping marriages 
on the right course 

AFTER the success of ‘The 
Marriage Course’ at 
Greyfriars Church in Reading, 
some local companies have 
expressed interest in publicis- 
ing the next series in their 
organisations as a positive 
approach to the problem of 
getting the right balance 
between work and home life. 
Julian Rowlandson, Marriage 
Course co-ordinator at 
Greyfriars said: ‘Modem work- 
ing life can add enormously to 
pressures on marriage.’ 

‘The Marriage Course’ pro- 
duced by Nick and Cilia Lee 
covers topics such as commu- 
nication, conflict, good sex 
and making time for each 
other. The seven-week course 
is based on Biblical principles 
and is helpful for any couple. 
Each evening includes a can- 
delight dinner. Thirty couples 
have already signed up for the 
course starting on Thursday, 30 
January with supper at 7.30pm. 

For further information contact Julian 
Rowlandson on 0118 9665049 or e-mail 
julianr@leadingtheway.org.uk or alterna- 
tively visit the Greyfriars church office. 

A special confirmation 

ON 8 December The Bishop of 
Buckingham went to St Peter’s 
Burnham to confirm five candi- 
dates and the remarkable thing 
was that all the candidates were 
people with learning disabilities 
and two were profoundly phys- 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 




Motor 




Wedding 




ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecdesiastical@eigmail.com 
A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 



ically and mentally handi- 
capped. ‘When the first requests 
were made questions were 
raised. Not should it happen 
but how could the Common 
Worship liturgy be made acces- 
sible to our candidates and their 
carers’ said the Revd Olivia 
Graham. So modifications were 
made and % approved by the 
Bishop and a drama group of 
people with learning disabilities 
agreed to mime the Gospel. The 
building was festooned with 
balloons, a great crowd of peo- 
ple came along and ‘It was won- 
derful!’ she said. With a few 
honorable exceptions the 
Church has found it difficult to 
include those perceived to be 
‘different’. St Peter’s Burnham, 
proved it to be possible. They 
will be please to help other 
churches wanting to go down 
the same path. Phone Olivia 
Graham on 01628 559992 



Moderator’s farewell 

THE Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie, the Ecumenical 
Moderator of Milton Keynes is 
retiring at the end of February. 
There will be a farewell service 
and a presentation for him and 
his wife, Anne at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone on 
Saturday, 15 February at 3pm. 

There is still time to contribute. 
Cheques made out to 'Milton Keynes 
Churches Council' should be sent to 
Barbara Albone, 9 Parneleys, Milton 
Keynes Village, MK10 9AW. 



Sweet and stirring story 

TAOMARTON’S family service 
coincided with Stir up Sunday 
so the congregation brought 
along the ingredients for a 
Christmas cake. The Rector 
mixed it together and every- 
one had a sir and after the ser- 
vice the cake was baked and 
iced by Lindsey Smith, a mem- 
ber of the congregation. The 
delicious finished cake was 
handed round after the service 
on Christmas Day. 



A big thank you 
to Anne Faulkner 

I have long been convinced that 
the cutting edge of Christian min- 
istry is rooted in the local church. 
Those of us who work at the 'pew 
face 7 have a vital task in nurturing 
and upholding the work of min- 
istry and those who undertake it 
in daily life 

The work of sharpening and 
guiding that cutting edge min- 
istry is always vital. We 
marked the retirement of the 
Revd Anne Faulkner as Parish 
Development Adviser for 
Bucks Archdeaconry in a ser- 
vice of farewell last July but I 
have not noticed any wider 
acknowledgement in The pages 
of DOOR. 

On behalf of the many parish 
clergy and lay people who have 
benefited so richly from Anne's 
outstanding ministry over the 
years, I want to say a bit 'thank 
you' to her. She has been a 
focus of immense wisdom and 
awareness, and has worked 
tirelessly to enhance parish 
ministry through training, gen- 
tle advice and quiet words, 
never pressurising or cajoling 
us and always encouraging us. 

Anne thank you so much: we 
wish you well in all that lies 
ahead. 

Ian J.Pusey 

Priest-in-charge of the LAMP 
Group of Churches 



Grace competition 

THANK YOU for all your 
entries. There have been some 
excellent ones including a 
wonderful batch from North 
Marston C of E primary 
school in Bucks. The original 
deadline has passed but we 
are extending it until 1 
March. We hope to publish 
the best graces in our Easter 
DOOR. For details of the com- 
petition see the December 
DOOR. It is open to all ages 
and you can send as many 
graces as you like. Please put 
your name and address on the 
back and remember that the 
grace must be written for a 
specific meal or occasion. 




Eco-column 

THE environment matters, 
and it should matter especial- 
ly to Christians. Our faith is 
so firmly rooted in the here 
and now, in the physical 
world, that God himself 
became human within it. The 
natural world exists not just 
to serve humanity, but 
because God created it to be 
good in itself. As Bishop 
Richard said in his recent 
book God Outside the Box: 
‘The answer lying behind the 
huge efforts we are now 
putting in to conserve the 
environment is that nature is 
valuable in itself ... a silent 
witness to the religious truth 
that creation is good’. Our 
Diocese has pledged itself to 
reduce carbon emissions, per- 
haps the most damaging long- 
term form of environmental 
pollution. 

The DOOR is going to pub- 
lish a regular series of sugges- 
tions of how we, the people of 
the Diocese, can be more eco- 
friendly. Here is the first one: 

Eco-hint of the month 

Did you know that getting one 
kg of air-freighted non-sea- 
sonal vegetables onto your 
supermarket shelf can cost six 
kg of carbon to the atmos- 
phere? For one kg of seasonal 
British vegetables that have 
arrived by lorry, the carbon 
emitted is only two grams! 
Check out the origin of pro- 
duce before buying it. 

Ian N. James 

The Revd Dr Ian James is Diocesan 
Environment Advisor. You can contact 
him at Dr.I.N.James@btinternet.com 



Report of the Autumn 2002 meeting 

General Synod wrestles with Iraq crisis 



first main debate was on 
the developing crisis in the 
Middle East. There was much 
talk of the principles of a ‘just 
war’, and how they might 
apply to a pre-emptive strike. 
The predominant feeling was 
that there must be every possi- 
ble attempt to avoid conflict, 
that any war would be of great 
cost both to the participants 
and the ordinary people of 
Iraq, that there was uncertain- 
ty as to the outcome, and that 
there should be no armed 
intervention without UN 
authority. 

Concern about abortions 

The motion on Abortion 
expressed concern at the large 
number of abortions and 
called on the government to 
bring in urgent legislation to 
restrict abuses of the act. It 
was an emotional debate with 
a number of personal stories 
including contributions from 
doctors. The motion was carried 
by a large majority. 

Generosity and Sacrifice 

The subject of clergy stipends 
and pensions came back to 
Synod after the report 
Generosity and Sacrifice had 
been referred to the dioceses. 



The recommendations includ- 
ed those about the transfer of 
resources to the poorer dioce- 
ses in the North; the retention 
of the Defined Benefit Pension 
Scheme; and proposals for 
increases in clergy stipends. 
What was controversial was 
the proposal that incumbents 
should receive a stipend of 
£20,000 pa at 2001 levels, 
from 2007. Some passionate- 
ly asked us to support the cler- 
gy in this manner, pointing out 
the level of clergy debt, and 
urged that church members 
should give sacrificially so that 
clergy could be fairly remuner- 
ated; others felt it was unat- 
tainable. The proposal was 
passed; but it is at this stage an 
aspiration, until there are 
resources to make it possible. 

Last staff of remarriage 

Synod reached the final stage of 
permitting the remarriage of 
divorces in church in excep- 
tional circumstances. Guidance 
for clergy is to be issued by the 
House of Bishops. 

Anglicans and Methodists 

There was an attempt to delay 
the Anglican Methodist 
covenant until doctrinal differ- 
ences had been resolved, but, 



despite some reservations, 
Synod did not want to stop the 
process of growing together 
before it had really begun, and 
moved to ‘next business’. 

The place of mission 

The debate considered the 
report ‘Presence and 
Prophecy’ whose central plat- 
form is that for the Christian, 
mission should be a way of 
working that involves every 
aspect of life and therefore has a 
rightful place in every area of 
human life and should be includ- 
ed in every subject of the cur- 
riculum in theological college. 

National youth strategy 

The national youth strategy 
identifies four key elements: 
Young people and Worship, 
Young people as Leaders, 
Resourcing Youth Workers, 
Young people and Mission. 
Above all the report seeks to 
place a strong emphasis on the 
value of young people in the 
Church, and it is proposed to 
establish a Youth Evangelism 
Fund to support local initia- 
tives for work geared towards 
young people in specific areas. 

Compiled by Beverley Ruddock, 

Sue Booys and David Wright 
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A LENTEN EXPERIENCE is how Elisabeth Gilpin describes her last four years as head teacher of St Augustine’s, 
Oxford’s only shared Roman Catholic and Anglican secondary school. She believes in the school with a passion bom 



God in the life of 

Elisabeth Gilpin 




of the conviction that it brings together the best of both denominations. In July the school 
will close and her job comes to a end. But the woman who came for her St Augustine’s 
interview a few days before the birth of her son, is a fighter. She believes that there can be 
a resurrection in this Lenten story and that her pupils of both denominations will carry with 
them into the world all that they have learned from St Augustine’s inspirational ethos. 



MY parents encouraged me to 
ask questions about my faith. 
My mother tells how I was 
always very curious and that 
when I was four I asked her: 
‘Mummy if God is nice why 
did he make nettles?’ 

I was bought up in Lewisham 
in South East London. My 
father was an R E teacher but 
very few of my friends were 
Christians so for me it was 
always a personal choice. I 
went to a school in New Cross 
with very good RE and science 
and maths teachers and that 
influenced me to go on to do 
science A levels. I saw both 
religion and science as exciting 
ways of understanding the 
world. 

When I first came up to 
Oxford I went to hear all the 
interesting preachers, ques- 
tioning about my faith. I met 
my husband who wasn’t a 
Christian but was beginning to 
think things through. 

Missing jigsaw piece 

My husband became a 
Christian before he left universi- 
ty. He came from a family 
with no Christian background 
at all and his exploration with 
his friends from the Oxford 
University Christian Union, 
really made him focus on the 
incarnation. Coming from a 
high church background, I had 
thought much more about 
God as Creator. So for me too 
the centrality of Jesus was a bit 
of the jigsaw that had been 
missing. 

I could see I was well-suited 
to becoming a teacher. I loved 
biology and I loved people and 
communicating things and a 
lot of my early thinking was 



around the need for there to be 
Christians in science educa- 
tion. At that time there was 
quite a reductionist view of sci- 
ence around that said if you 
can explain things in a scientif- 
ic way you don’t have to pre- 
sent it in a spiritual way. I 
wanted children to have a 
grasp that both were true, that 
you could understand some- 
thing at a how level and also 
on a why level. I see it as one 
thing to believe that God cre- 
ated the world and another to 
understand how he did it. 

I had a very good experience 
of teaching in a Catholic 
school in Bath. Their mission 
statement included the phrase: 
‘we regard every student as 
created by God and our aim is 



to help them reach their full 
potential’. That for me was 
inspirational because people 
really tried to make the way 
they dealt with children flow 
from that core statement of 
belief. 

Called to a joint school 

Then one day when I was 
around 30 I was sitting in 
church in Portsmouth during a 
rather boring sermon and 
wondering what to do with the 
rest of my life. Suddenly the 
thought just popped into my 
head ‘you could be head of a 
joint Roman Catholic and 
Church of England School’. At 
the time I had no idea that 
there were only nine such 
schools in the country. 



The thought did not go away. 

I became a deputy head in an 
Anglican school and again it 
was lovely to feel that the 
underlying principles were 
right. 

Pregnant pause! 

Then I got pregnant and on the 
very first day of my maternity 
leave I saw the advert for St 
Augustine’s. The thought of 
applying was just too silly but 
my husband, then a parish 
priest in West Sussex, said 
‘Why don’t you just go for it?’. 
So I applied mentioning that I 
was pregnant and they invited 
me for an interview. At my 38 
week check up the doctor said 
‘You will need a Caesarean 
and I could do it later this 
week’ and I said ‘I can’t fit it in. 
I’m going for an interview.’ So 
he looked at me and laughed 
and told me I was mad. My 
husband stayed at a nearby 
pub with the maternity bag 
ready to rush me to the JR hos- 
pital if necessary. I got the job. 
I had Matthew and started 
here in January six years ago. 

The Anglican and Catholic 
Churches have very different 
philosophies of education but 
marrying the two can produce 
the strengths of both in a 
whole which is bigger than the 
sum of the parts. The strength 
of the Catholic vision is to see 
the school as an arm of the 
Church where young 
Catholics can be nurtured in 
their faith. The advantage is a 
no compromise approach 
about Gospel values and a 
clarity about what the school 
stands for. The disadvantages 
are that sometimes people can 
feel excluded. The Anglican 
approach is to bring Gospel 
values into the community. So 
the Anglican approach can be 
be more inclusive but it can 
sometimes lose its distinctive- 



nesss and its Gospel centred- 
ness. That’s why for me joint 
schools are so exciting because 
out of that tension can come 
something very powerful 
indeed. 

A lot of the good work done 
in Christian schools is of 
course the same as that done in 
secular schools but because 
you regard each child as creat- 
ed by God there is a sense of 
urgency about never giving up 
on a child. So in terms of your 
discipline and pastoral care it 
makes you not only clear 
about the boundaries but also 
clear about forgiveness. It 
means we put stuff in place for 
the children who are more able 
and that we also go the extra 
mile for the children who are 
struggling. We also see their 
spiritual development as an 
integral part of our work. We 
have won a national ‘truancy 
buster’ award and this year we 
had a nine per cent rise in our 
GCSE A to C pass rate. The 
culture of nurture and high 
expectation is firmly rooted in 
the Gospel. 

St Augustine’s is going to 
close at the end of this acade- 
mic year. I was determined not 
to be bitter but one of the 
things that helped was the fact 
that a lot of Catholics wanted 
the school to stay a joint 
school. Our results this sum- 
mer were also a boost for 
morale and a priority has been 
keeping the children up to date 

Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Christine Zwart 

about the facts without alarm- 
ing them. 

There will now be no 
Anglican secondary provision 
in the City of Oxford but all 
the children can transfer to the 
new school which opens in 



September 2003. It will be 
called St Gregory the Great 
and will be a Catholic school 
and will have a new admis- 
sions policy. The present staff 
will be given priority but I 
can’t be head of the school 
because I’m not a Catholic. I 
really don’t know what I am 
going to do next although I’m 
sure God will have something 
for me. 

Seeds of resurrection 

It has been very very sad to see 
a successful integrated school 
close unnecessarily. I under- 
stand why the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham found it necessary 
to do it as part of their policy 
for their children to be educat- 
ed in Catholic-only schools. 
But I think they missed a good 
opportunity with St 
Augustine's to continue with 
something different and inspi- 
rational. That’s the sad loss to 
both Catholics and Anglicans 
and only time will tell what the 
outcome will be. 

I’m very motivated by justice 
and reconciliation issues and 
when you see honourable, 
good and spiritual people not 
able to resolve something in a 
creative way it is disappoint- 
ing. So I think the loss of St 
Augustine’s is significant not 
just for me but because of all 
that it symbolized. 

It has been a Lenten experi- 
ence but what I salvage from it 
are the seeds of resurrection in 
the hope that none of those 
experiences are wasted on the 
children who have been here 
and who just don’t under- 
stand why the school is clos- 
ing. Maybe something of the 
inspiration for the school will 
go with them and they will be 
better equipped to understand 
the problems of diversity and 
reconciliation. 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in 
Oxfordshire, at short notice, 
including weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : reasonable fee 
Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3 PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725)518428 or 
(07889) 247960 



EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES 
in the MOTHERS UNION 
in the Diocese of Oxford 

www.muoxford.ora 

Membership Services Secretary 

(Part time - paid, based at Christchurch) 

Desk Top Publisher 

for our Quarterly Newsletter 
(Remuneration negotiable) 

If you have a strong Christian concern 
for Women and Families both locally and 
Worldwide, we want to hear from you. 

Call us on: 01865 726308, or 

muoxford@prioryroom.freeserve.co.uk 



HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. . 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 
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Ordination Stoles 



and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
, . , F rontals and Banners. 

ITl roi ery Traditional and contemporary 
for worship, designs made to commission. 
Ceremony and Embroidery repairs undertaken. 
Celebration plain and embroidered 

Please contact: ★ New Address ★ a ^ ar 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 3 Walnut Drive, 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham MK18 1 QJ 
Tel: 01280 816055 



RAILWAY RELICS 

cot imams 

Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521491 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(01234)325531 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offerea. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

08 Q • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us J 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in Holland, 
Belgium or France in 2003. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 6 or over. MERGANSER. DEPT CE. 
1 PORT HILL, HERTFORD SG14 1P3 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE B&B. 

Comfortable central family home, 

ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions. 
Direct line to all attractions & 
airports. Double/twin/triple 
£24 pppn. Single £34. 
Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (OXO) 7585 4904 
www.thewaytostay.co.uk 




ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



TENBY 

Southdiff Hotel 

Family orientated. 
En-suite rooms. 

No smoking or pets. Close 
to beach & town centre. 

Tel: 01834 842410 

www.southdiffhotel.com 



To Rent 

MARBELLA/ALOHA 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 
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'rittany 

Character House 

3 bedrooms, large garden 
overlooking fields. Near 
quiet unspoilt natural 
beautiful beaches. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



BRITTANY 

Central Morbihan 

2 lovely adjacent stone 
cottages with pool. 

1 sleeps 4-6, other sleeps 4. 
£250 - £475 per week. 

Tel: 01481 266599 



WELCOMBE 

on the North Devon-Comwall 
border. Two very comfortable 
chalet-bungalows (each 
sleeps 4). In beautiful 
coastal countryside. 

£1 50-£290 per week. 
Brochure: 01432 357550 

(Beryl Haughton) 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 
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www.christianholidays.co.uk 

5 Centres ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 



BEECHWOOD COURT Conwy. N. Wales 01492 593405 

BROCKLEY HALL Saltburn, North Yorks 01287 622329 

ST RHADAGUNDS Ventnor, Isle of Wight 01983 852160 

ST WINIFREDS Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 01492 544128 

THE PLEASAUNCE Overstrand, Norfolk 01263 5 79 212 
( Self Catering Bungalow in grounds ) 

COACH HOLIDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 
COLOUR BROCHURE & FURTHER DETAILS 01695 573372 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. 

A Registered Charity 



English Riviera 

BARGAIN 

TORQUAY 3 DAY BREAK 
FROM £59 

DBB AT WATERS EDGE HOTEL 

RIGHT ON THE SEA FRONT 
FEB -3 NIGHTS £65 DBB 
MAR -3 NIGHTS £69 DBB 

50 en-suite bedrooms 
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 
& CAR PARK 

Tel: 01803 293 876 

vww. waters-edge-hotel.co. uk 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

TeL& Fax 01929 471079 



THE BIARRITZ CHRISTIAN 
HOTEL - J ERSEY 

EASTER EARLY BIRD SPECIALS !!! 
12th APRIL TO 26th APRIL 2003 

7 NIGHTS HALF BOARD 
£199.50 per person 

JUST TELEPHONE 01534 742239 NOW! 
FURTHER OFFERl 

ALL 4 PERSON BOOKINGS RECEIVE A 
COMPLIMENTARY HIRE CAR!! 

(EXCLUDING PETROL & INSURANCE) 

CALL US FOR PRICE FROM ALL 
UK AIRPORTS ! 

Winner of the Jersey 
Tourism Award 

HOSPITALITY HOTEL OF THE YEAR ' 

Tel: 01534 742239 






www.biarritzhotel.co.uk 








— 



TENERIFE 

Los Cristianos 

SUPERIOR, PRIVATELY 
owned apartments, 
selected quality 
complexes, heated pools, 
television etc. 

Tel: 01786 463672 

www.cristianossun.co.uk 



SHROPSHIRE 

STRiniH HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 



n^rittany 

Pont Aven 

Beautiful 2 bedroom town 
apartments, garden, newly 
refurbished, near beaches, 
pretty walks. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

2 bedroom villas (sleeps up to six) 
Own garden, patio & roof terrace, 
BBQ, full kitchen facilities. Flat level 
complex, ideal for wheelchair users - 
large pool. Quiet location. From £300 
per week - all dates available. 
Phone Bill for further details on 
01454 260619 or visit 
www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



Try something different! 

WEC Camps offer an action packed, 
challenging experience; a chance to make new 
new friends; time to just get away from it all 
and crash out. 

Our camps are under canvas, home for the week being 
a bell tent in a farmer's field. Camp beds, blankets and 
pillows are provided so youngsters have some home 
comforts. 

We know the value of leaving the everyday patterns 
and pressures for a time. Getting awciy from the 
school and home environment many find their 
confidence and social skills increase and an important 
part of the maturing process is enhanced. Facing 



challenges and learning in a relaxed informal group 
situation, is also part of the positive experience 
gained, when individuals or youth groups get away 
together. 

WEC Camps aim to give young people a first class 
holiday in a safe Christian environment. We give clear 
Christian teaching and present what God's people are 
doing around the world. Usually there are a number of 
young people from overseas, so camp itself can be 
quite international. 

Our varied programme, caters for the sporty and not 
so energetic: camp games, outdoor activities, sports, 
crafts, and time just to crash out. The cost is inclusive 
of the general activities, with certain "specials" 
subsidised by the camp. 

This year: Cromer, Norfolk. Cost from: £90 



Sark - A little known gem 



Sark, the fourth smallest of the 
Channel Islands, just six miles 
from Guernsey, easily reached 
by regular ferries throughout 
the year. 

Sark is a unique island. There 
are no cars, visitors can tour the 
island’s beauty spots by horse- 
drawn carriage, by bicycle or on 
foot, giving them plenty of time 
to enjoy the wealth of wild flow- 
ers, birds and butterflies, and 



the spectacular scenery. 

Sark’s spell is cast as soon as 
the visitor travels up the 
Harbour Hill to the plateau, high 
above the sea. The narrow lanes 
and flower-studded fields with 
the ever present bird-song 
delight the eye and enchant the 
ear. 

The magnificent cliffs sheltering 
sandy beaches promise idyllic 
days by the sea. After a day in 



the open air, there are excellent 
restaurants and hotel dining 
rooms to enjoy a meal and relax 
after a perfect day. Unique Sark 
offers an ideal location where 
you can really get away from it 
all. 

For more information please 
contact Sark Tourism - tele- 
phone 01481 832345, fax 01481 
832483, or visit the website at: 
www.sark-tourism.com 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



CORNWALL 



Porthleven 



Beautiful South Cornwall 
Harbourside cottage 
Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 
Tel/fax: 01326 565034 



Tuscany - Garfagnana 

Delightfully restored Cl 5 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper 
and lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 

Available June - October 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@hi 3 hergiiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 



Mid Cornwall 

Self-Catering 

Lodges/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Binso 

Teh 01208 831395 

www.self-catering-ruthem.co.uk 



DORSET 

Jurassic Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4. 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call: 

01308 424631 



Lharente Farm House 

Sleeps 6 - 9. Beautiful views / 
Countryside. Cycles, kayak, 
games, piano, records, 
swimming, space. 
Romanesque Churches 
everywhere. 

£195 - £355 per week. 
Tel: 01482 862752 or 
01223 292456 



Peace in rural France E 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house ** 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £200 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

WMI3RIA, CENTRAL ITALY 

Newly restored double bedroom flat available year round, 
open fire and central heating. Rural location with excellent 
local amenities, beautiful scenery. New swimming pool. 
Also 3 bed former farmhouse for selected summer weeks. 

Details from: 0117 986 3170 

or Email: jfurber@myrealbox.com 



H8S /t\ Action Packed! 

Under Canvas 
^ with Bible a 

Tel: oi 753 278113 Mission Teaching 

FOR: 10-21 yrs / UIHERE: Cromer, Norfolk 
WHEI1: July & August / FROIR: £90 

For more'cletails & free video loan contact: 
‘youth Office, WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 

Email: youth-bulstrode@lineone.net Website: www.weccamps.com Ref:AP/03 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA+itir 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 











THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2003 



7 



Feature 



Will you still love me when I’m 64? 




NATIONAL 



Marriage Week 

With National 
Marriage Week 
(9 to 1 6 February) 
in mind 

Liz Percival writes 
about the success of 
a project which 
which brings together 
married couples and 
young people 
for a positive 
exploration of 
married life 



WHEN we read the press or 
watch TV, marriage is invari- 
ably portrayed as an outdated 
failed institution abandoned 
by much of society. Against 
this background it has been 
refreshing to work with a 
group of twelve 17 and 18 
year olds at Ranelagh, a 
Voluntary Aided Church of 
England School in Bracknell, 
willing to give up an hour or 
two each week to meet and 
interview married couples and 
explore whether marriage is 
indeed still relevant to them 
and their future. 

The workshop organised by 
Students Exploring Marriage 
(SEM) gives the students the 
opportunities to ask any ques- 
tion they like about married 
life. The couples offer their 
stories to the students as case 
studies. Support is provided 
throughout by a trained 
adviser-coach like myself. 

The students found it both 
interesting and fun: ‘I have 
never come across a couple so 



positive about their marriage. 

I couldn’t believe it at first’ 
‘They were so open.’ ‘I had 
no idea how much you need 
to work at marriage.’ ‘I did- 
n’t realise there was so much 
to marriage.’ ‘ I was struck by 
the idea that love is a deci- 
sion.’ 

Students explored issues 
such as knowing who to 
choose as a partner, how to 
make love last for 30 or 40 
years, how to come to terms 
with differences in personality 
and views, handling conflict, 
combining family and career, 
the relevance of marriage 
vows, and facing issues like 
living abroad, illness, miscar- 
riage and debt. 

Couples often feel nervous, 
wondering what they might 
have to offer the students. 
‘Our first meeting with the 
students found us slightly 
apprehensive, but the students 
were welcoming and friendly 
and we immediately felt 
relaxed and at ease with 



them. Their enthusiasm and 
the maturity of their questions 
enabled us to be open and 
honest with them and to 
focus on our own relationship 
which we can sometimes take 
for granted. ‘It helped us to 
appreciate how we have 
grown over the years and 
how very central God is to 
our marriage.’ 

Head of Sixth at Ranelagh, 
Ian Smith, has been impressed 
with the SEM project, and the 
way it is put together. ‘The 
Adviser Coach enables the 
students to manage outside 
guests and rise to the chal- 
lenge of working as a team 
doing action research, which 
is so relevant to the students’ 
lives,’ he said. 

There are two Local Action 
Groups in the Oxford 
Diocese, one based in 
Berkshire and the other cover- 
ing parts of Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire, working 
with local secondary schools 
and six form colleges to offer 



students this unique opportu- 
nity to ask the questions that 
they would never ask their 
parents or teachers. They also 
organise half-day conferences 
working with whole year 
groups. Nationally, the pro- 
ject is being piloted in youth 
clubs and young offenders 
institutions. The Groups are 
always on the look out for 
couples willing to be inter- 
viewed who consider them- 
selves in a Christian marriage, 
contacts with schools, and 
individuals willing to train as 
adviser-coaches. Prayer sup- 
port and financial support are 
also welcomed. 

Liz Percival, in addition to her 
work with SEM, runs a marriage 
website witlj her husband 

www.2-in-2-l.co.uk 

For more information about 
Students Exploring Marriage 
please contact John Kent on 
01491 680288 (Berks), or Jim 
Leftwich on 01494 449232 
(Bucks and Oxon). 



Unfulfilled Dreams 
- a Service for the 
Childless 

GREYFRIARS Church, 
Reading will be hosting a 
special service just prior to 
Mothering Sunday for those 
who find the day particularly 
painful. It is entitled 
'Unfulfilled Dreams - A 
Service for the Childless' and 
it will provide an opportunity 
to grieve the loss of a longed- 
for child, aimed particularly 
at those who are coping with 
infertility, miscarriage, still- 
birth or a lost opportunity to 
conceive. 

The service begins at 4pm on 
Sunday, 23 March, and will 
be followed by refreshments. 
Parking is limited at the 
Greyfriars Car Park; 

Chatham Street multistorey 
car park is just across the 
roundabout from the church. 

For further details contact 
the church office on 0118 
951 6701 or visit the 
website greyfriars.org.uk 



Quiet visionary who brought Christian books to the high street Tony wales writes 



DAVID ALEXANDER, the co-founder 
and former Chairman and Managing 
Director of Lion Publishing, died sud- 
denly on 13 November 2002. He was 
four days short of his 65th birthday 
and, in a tragic coincidence, was taken 
ill while en-route with his wife Pat to 
the funeral of his elder brother. David 
had suffered for nine years with a 
chronic heart condition triggered by a 
rare illness, Lyme Disease, which he 
contracted in 1993 and which the fol- 
lowing year compelled him to with- 
draw from day to day involvement 
with Lion. He remained non-executive 
Chairman until the end of 1 999. 

Educated at Epsom College, he did 
national service in the Navy. While sta- 
tioned in Malta he attended the small 
Christian Brethren church which 
helped him make the Christian faith his 
own. Sailing was a life-long love and he 
managed to sail around Malta alone. 

From the Navy David went to St 
Peter’s College, Oxford, where he read 
Modem Languages, with a spell at a 
German Bible school. During vaca- 
tions he travelled on a motor scooter to 
Israel, Turkey and central Europe, 
returning with many photographs. 




David Alexander co-founder of Lion 
Publishing, who died on 
13 November 2002 



Photography was another passion. 

He toyed with the idea of selling 
Ferguson tractors in Africa. Instead, he 
joined the editorial staff of Inter- Varsity 
Press, part of what was then Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship. There he met Pat, 
who was also an editor and they were 
married in 1966. 

In 1971 David left IVP to work free- 
lance with Pat on the Bible Handbook 



project, which became Lion’s flagship 
when it was published in autumn 
1973. David took the photographs, 
travelling with Pat for 11 weeks 
around the Biblical sites in a VW 
Dormobile: a journey of 10,000 miles. 
David and Pat founded Lion 
Publishing in 1971 in order to fulfil 
their vision of producing Christian 
books that would take their place in 
the general market. The author and 
broadcaster David Winter recently 
described David Alexander as ‘a pio- 
neer’. Until the 1970’s Christian books 
were aliens in a foreign world where 
the (general) book trade was con- 
cerned. Now they took their place in 
mainstream publishing. 

Prayer at Frankfurt Fair 

His first book proposals were taken to 
the Frankfurt Book Fair in 1971. At 
that fair, which he always described as 
‘the market place of the world’s ideas’, 
he told me later how he had stood on 
a balcony overlooking a sea of pub- 
lishers from around the world and 
offered a prayer for God’s blessing on 
his plans. From the response at 
Frankfurt, Lion Publishing was bom 



with the first six titles coming out in 
1972. His global vision meant that 
Lion books were rapidly reaching all 
the major western markets and within 
the first ten years they had been trans- 
lated into more than 40 languages 
(today the total is 138). 

Handbook to the Bible 

He and Pat co-edited the book for 
which Lion is best known, The Lion 
Handbook to the Bible , which has 
been continuously in print for almost 
30 years in three editions and has sold 
more than three million copies in 25 
languages. 

David Alexander was a quiet vision- 
ary. With individuals he was unassum- 
ing and modest and his faith was, in 
the words of his brother Denis, ‘practi- 
cal, unfussy but intensely real’. Not 
only did he trust and obey Christ’s call 
for himself, he was adept at identify- 
ing gifts in others, and calling people to 
grow their gift and flourish in doing so. 

Egalitarian in his approach to man- 
agement, he never ran things from top 
down but welcomed ideas and contri- 
butions from all. He admired natural 
flair more than polished skills and 



accomplishments. 

He could be very generous to staff. 
However, his love for all things techni- 
cal did mean that he could sometimes 
be distracted from the more mundane 
tasks for which his colleagues needed 
his attention! He was an entrepreneur 
and ready to take risks with people, 
projects, and investment. Sometimes 
these were ill-advised, and sometimes 
strokes of genius. 

Impact on countless lives 

A member of David’s church in 
Oxford, when she heard news of his 
death, wrote: ‘This week I was making 
some illustrations of the parable of the 
sower for readings on Sunday, I feel 
that if anyone has brought forth thirty- 
fold, sixty-fold, even one hundred-fold 
in his life, it is David Alexander:’ 

Only God knows the impact on 
countless lives of the tens of millions of 
books that flowed from David’s call as 
a publisher. However; hundreds who 
knew him will be thankful to God for 
what they received from this gentle but 
determined giant. 

Tony Wales is International Rights Director at Lion 
Publishing. The company is based in Oxford. 



ORGANIST REQUIRED 

Shelswell group choir, covering 1 0 
parishes north of Bicester urgently requires 
an organist for weekly rehearsals and 
monthly service, plus Festival services. 
RSCM fees available. 

Contact: 01280 847741 



Medina Valley Centre, Isle of Wight 

HEAD of SAILING 

Must be RYA Senior Instructor (or 
coach) and at ease communicating 
their Christian faith to young people. 

Further information on: 

www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 
or Telephone: 01983 522195. 




5rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 



I David Wasley ma.atc.dipad.fmgp.I 
Conservator & Restoration Specialist! 



0 14 &4 . 77 3 712 
www.3rdmilIenniumartists.co. uk 



www.weiflmg-stationery.com 

your church on all your 
items of stationery. We 
can supply stationery 
from most high street 
albums with your 
sketch on the insert. 

Visit our website 
or contact us for full 
details and free samples 
Illustrated Stationery Ltd 
Ty -rhiw, Taffs Well 

South Wales CF15 7RZ 

Tel: +44 (0)29 2081 1024 Fax: +44 (0)29 2081 3361 

e-mail: dorotliy()i. wedding- stationery. com 
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Launde 



LdicesreK Diocesan 
RerneaT House and 
Conpemice Cenme 

FEBRUARY 

10th - Launde Stretchers' Quiet Day - open to anyone 
interested in supporting Launde by their prayers. 
Led by the Warden. 

MARCH 

3rd - Friends of Launde Quiet day - open to all. 
Led by the Warden. 

10th - 13th - A Lent Retreat' - led by the Warden. 

APRIL 

14th - 17th - The Holy Week Retreat. 

Led by the Warden. 

18th - 'Good Friday Club' - a family day with all age 
teaching, activities 8 worship. 

Karen Thomas 8 Launde Abbey team. 

22nd - 27th - Post Easter Break for Families - 
especially designed for clergy families. 

Launde Abbey team to support. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 
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Two bishop shaped holes 



I will miss Bishop 
Mike and Bishop 
Dominic very much 
indeed. They have 
made significant 
contributions both 
to their own areas 
and the diocese as 
a whole. Details of 
their farewell 
events at the end 
of this article. 

The process of 
identifying succes- 
sors is a consultative one. But 
first a job description has to be 
drawn up which sets out the 
role, responsibilities and quali- 
ties required in a new bishop, 
together with a description of 
the Diocese and its current 
strategic thinking. This will go 
before Bishop’s Council on 8 
February. 

Possible names for appoint- 
ment will be looked at in rela- 
tion to these job descriptions. 

In order to help me I have set 
up a small advisory committee 
which consists of the chairman 
of the House of Laity, the 
chairman of the House of 
Clergy, the two archdeacons 
involved and Dr Philip 
Giddings. I will receive names 
from Tony Sadler, the 
Archbishops’ patronage secre- 
tary, who keeps a list of people 
appropriate for senior appoint- 
ments. 

I am also open to receive 
names from any source, so 
don’t hesitate to write to me if 



you have someone 
you would particu- 
larly like to recom- 
mend for consid- 
e r a t i o n . 
Together with 
the advisory 
committee I will 
consider the 
names that have 
been suggested 
with a view to 
coming up with 
two names for 
each appointment, which, after 
first being checked out with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury go 
to the Prime Minister: The con- 
vention, which has always 
been observed, is that the 
Queen nominates the first of 
the two names without Prime 
Ministerial intervention. 

The diocesan bishop therefore 
has a large responsibility in this 
process and your prayers for 
the illumination and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit would be 
very welcome. 

Perhaps you, like me, think 
that clones of Bishop Mike and 
Bishop Dominic are just what 
we need. But nature does not 
produce cloned bishops, only 
twins, so whoever is appointed 
will no doubt be different but, 
I hope and pray, have all the 
qualities necessary to lead the 
episcopal areas of Buckingham 
and Berkshire at this time. 

With every good wish and 
blessing. 




FAREWELL SERVICES: For Bishop of Dominic on Sunday, 16 March 

at 4pm evensong at Reading Minster of St Mary the Virgin. Bishop Dominic 
will preach and afterwards there will be a presentation to him. 

For Bishop Mike on Sunday June 8 (Pentecost) at 3pm at St Mary's 
Aylesbury. It will be a service of evening prayer and Bishop Mike will 
preach. Afterwards there will be a presentation to him. 

All are welcome at either or both services. Contributions should be sent to the Bishop's 
Office, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB and cheques should be made 
payable to'OOBF Administered Funds'. 



February clergy and lay appointments 



The Revd Stanley Archer has Permission 
to Officiate in Oxford Diocese (PTO); The 
Revd Caroline Brownlie, Anglican 
Chaplain Women's Prison, Low Newton Co 
Durham, Durham is testing her vocation at 
Burford Priory; The Revd Anne 
Faulkner, NSM in Aylesbury Team 
Ministry to also be NSM Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Buckingham; The Revd Rita 
Holden, OLM Curate, Burghfield, to be 
NSM Curate Droitwich Spa Team Ministry 
(Worcester); The Revd Joan Holland, 
Curate St Peter's Earley to be Priest in 
Charge, St Mary the Virgin Burghfield; 
The Revd Simon Iredale, Chaplain Royal 
Air Force, has PTO ; The Revd Douglas 
Loveridge, Vicar of Hurst St Nicholas, to 



be Assistant Chaplain, Royal Berks and 
Battle Hospital Trust; Sister Honor 
Margaret Mcllroy has PTO; The Revd 
John Masters, Curate in the Hermitage 
Team Ministry to resign; The Revd Mark 
Mills-Powell, Priest in Charge, Basildon w. 
Aldworth and Ashampstead has moved to 
Linton Team Ministry, Ely Diocese; The 
Revd Anthony Rogerson, NSM Curate, 
Radley w. Sunningwell, to be Honorary 
Assistant Priest, Radley w. Sunningwell; 
Capt Peter Simmons, Parish Evangelist, 
High Wycombe Team to be Church 
Pastoral Worker, St Paul's Jersey; The 
Revd Jo Williams, Part-time Chaplain, 
HMYOI, Aylesbury to be Full-time 
Chaplain HMYOI Aylesbury. 



Growing cutting edge churches 



A church at a leisure centre or in a school or even a cafe? The Oxford Diocese is committed to encouraging new kinds of Christian 
communities as part of our Sharing Life strategy. Their Cutting Edge Ministries Group want to hear about ideas and projects for emerging 
churches with a view to offering funding to develop those with the greatest potential. The Bishop of Dorchester, chairman of CEMG writes: 



IN November 2000, when it 
endorsed the principles, pri- 
orities and values of Sharing 
Life, the Oxford Diocesan 
Synod committed itself to 
‘creating new forms of 
emerging Church’. 

What that means in prac- 
tice has proved quite diffi- 
cult to define mainly 
because such churches are 
‘emerging’ and there are no 
neat blueprints to adopt as 
yet. But what is happening 
is that all over the country 
and across the denomina- 
tions a great deal of thought 
is going into what may be 
involved. 

In our own case none of 
this is meant to detract from 
the local parish church as 
we have known it for cen- 
turies or the parochial sys- 
tem which guarantees that 
everybody is included in our 
Church’s pattern of mission 
and pastoral care. 

New ways to build 
Christian communities 

But, alongside the communi- 
ty where we live and the 
Church of which it is a part 
we all belong to many other 
communities and networks 
which focus on such things 
as work, leisure and friend- 
ship. The question being 
explored at present is 
whether these provide 
opportunities in which the 
Church can ‘emerge’. For 
instance those of us with 
links to teenagers know very 
well (and at the cost of pro- 
viding a taxi service) that 
their network of friendships 
and of the groups they 
belong to - whether 
Christian or secular - focus 
on their school just as much 
as on the place where they 
live. That’s just one example 
of a situation where the 
Church has sometimes used 
the opportunity to build 
Christian communities in 
new ways, but there are oth- 
ers as well. 

In the past quite a lot of 
work has gone into making 
contact with people in these 
broader networks whether 
of sport or particular work 



or leisure interests with a 
view to encouraging them to 
attend a local church. That 
strategy has met with some 
success but has not provided 
all the answers. The ques- 



from them we will then 
hope to use to help form 
further ones both in the 
Diocese and beyond. 

To do this we have set up 
a small group under my 




EXPLORING THE CUTTING EDGE are the two Colins: Colin 
Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester (7e/D with his old friend Colin Amor of 
'The Altar' in Manchester pictured at the 2002 Diocesan Convention 



tion now being asked is 
whether within those groups 
and networks new Christian 
communities - emerging 
churches - can be formed 
which will, in turn, reach 
out more widely than we 
have been doing in recent 
years. What about a Church 
based on a leisure centre; or 
at an office; or a youth con- 
gregation in a school; or one 
centred on a friendship 
group that meets in a cafe 
or on the internet? Are these 
fanciful ideas, or could they 
become realities? 

For people who are not 
part of the Church 

As I say there are few 
answers to these questions 
as yet but we are deter- 
mined as a Diocese to seek 
to create a number of these 
‘emerging Church’ commu- 
nities over the next few 
years. The lessons we learn 



chairmanship (the Cutting 
Edge Ministries Group) and 
we are using as our base 
funding £250,000 that the 
Diocese has been given by 
the Church Commissioners 
to ‘develop Christian com- 
munities among people not 
currently part of a Church’. 
As a group we are asking 
people (clergy and lay) to 
come forward with their 
ideas and plans for projects 
to develop these kinds of 
‘emerging Churches’. For 
the ones we identify as hav- 
ing the greatest potential 
within our limited budget, 
we will provide: 

• Finance (to give them the 
freedom to focus on devel- 
oping the new community) 

• Prayer (to support every 
stage of the work) 

• Advice and mentoring (to 
give them the best possible 
chance of success) 



• A structure of belonging 
and accountability (to 
make sure they are, and 
feel, firmly rooted in the life 
of the Diocese). 

With your help we can 
fund more projects 

At the moment we think 
that the money we have got 
will fund two or three pro- 
jects at most and we would 
like this to increase to seven 
or ten to get a realistic 
cross-section and to allow 
for the fact that even some 
of the best plans will not 
work in practice. For this 
we will need to raise a fur- 
ther £750,000 over the next 
five years, which could 
come from a few very large 
personal donations - or 
2000 people giving £1,000 
each year over four years - 
or many more people giving 
smaller amounts - or a mix- 
ture of them all. Bishop Bill 
Down (former Bishop of 
Bermuda, 57 Dark Lane, 
Witney, Oxfordshire 0X28 
7LS) will be in charge of 
this and he would be inter- 
ested to hear from anyone 
who would like to con- 
tribute even at this early 
stage (cheques please to 
‘ODBF-Cutting Edge’. 

Tell us about your 
ideas and projects 

Other information will be 
made available as the new 
projects come on stream 
and, in the meantime, if 
anyone has a project they 
think might work then do 
get in contact with me. 

Our vision is that by 2010 
we will have up to eight of 
these new ‘emerging’ 
churches in the Diocese - 
self-sustaining in their life, 
finance and ministry - and 
acting as an inspiration to 
others. Achieving this will be 
costly but the resources 
already exist - of people, 
money and prayer. Let’s pray 
that we will have the courage 
and vision to make the most 
of these opportunities. 

The Right Revd Colin Fletcher is Bishop 
of Dorchester He was for many years 
Chaplain to Archbishop George Carey. 
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THE BRACKLEY 
ANTIQUE CELLAR 



"The Midlands largest purpose 
built Antique Centre" 

• Disabled 
access 



Open 7 days 
a week 
10am - 5pm 

Ample free 
parking 

lea rnnms 






9vec% 



• Over 100 
units 0 
cabinets 

All on nne level 



Drayman’s Walk, 
Brackley, Northants 
(situated under the CO-OP) 

Fax: 01280 841 851 
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Women called to 
pray for our nation 



WHEN we stop to 
reflect on the 
world our chil- 
dren, grandchil- 
dren, nephews 
and nieces are 
growing up in, 
how do we feel? 

I for one have 
deep concerns. 

My upbringing, 
in a pit village in 
the northeast of 
England, was 
hardly sheltered, 
but my teenage children have 
already had to face more 
than I ever did. I don’t like 
the look of the world I’m 
handing on to my children. 

How does God see our 
nation and what is on His 
heart for it? Is He pleased 
with the way we live our 
lives, run our institutions and 
care for the weak and needy? 
Is Jesus truly honoured in our 
national life and even in our 
Church life? What purpose 
and future does God have for 
Britain? 

Nearly a hundred years ago, 
a prophecy was given by a 
Russian bishop to a woman 
who later became known as 
Mother Barbara. Many of 
the events foretold in that 
prophecy have come about, 
the Russian revolution, the 
partitioning of Germany, and 
sadly the loss of Britain’s 
empire and colonies. The 
prophecy also says that 
Britain will come to almost 
total ruin, but be saved by 
praying women. 

This prophecy has encour- 
aged me to realise that, as a 



woman, I have a 
part to play in 
God’s purposes. 

For over 30 
years, women in 
Lydia Fellowship 
International 
across the UK 
have been meet- 
ing to pray for 
family, Church 
and nation. On 
Saturday, 8 
February, they 
are calling 
women who have a deep 
concern for this nation to 
gather together to seek God 
for who He is, and to pray 
for this nation, to ask God to 
have mercy on us and give us 
a future in His hands. Is it 
not time to say, ‘Enough is 
enough’ - that we have drift- 
ed far enough from God and 
his ways of righteousness and 
justice? 

Within the Diocese there 
will be a number of venues 
where you can join others on 
8 February from 10am - 
12.30pm for a simple time of 
prayer and intercession for 
the nation. These include 
Greyfriars Church, Reading 
(contact Liz Percival on 
01344 779658), and St 
Aldates Church, Oxford 
(where prayer will continue 
until 4pm, contact Marjorie 
Dent on 01865 862534). For 
more details of all venues, 
please phone Margaret Watts 
on 01844 291661. 

Liz Percival is county co-ordinator 
for Berkshire, Lydia Fellowship 
International. 




by 

Liz Percival 



The Song of the Angels 

When the song of the angels is 
stilled, 

When the star of the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are 
home, 

When the shepherds are back 
with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins 
To find the lost. 



To heal the broken. 

To feed the hungry. 

To rebuild the nations. 

To bring peace among people. 

To make music in the heart. 
{Howard Thurman, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, USA. With acknowledge- 
ment to PAX Christi mailing and Crucible 
the magazine of Cowley St John). 



Blind to the truth over Israel’s Biblical claim to the Holy Land? • learning to love your 
enemy • uncomfortable facts about CO2 levels • Berkshire CRoW needs an angel 



Israel and Palestine 

Philip Moran (Letters 
November) wonders why any 
Christian can be ‘blinded to the 
truth’ over Israel’s Biblical 
claims to the Holy Land. 

He should read Colin 
Chapman’s masterly book - 
Whose Promised Land? (Lion 
new edition 2002 £8.99) to 
gain a more truthful interpreta- 
tion of 20 th century historical 
events, backed by enlightened 
evangelical criticism. All the 
prophecies of the Return from 
Exile were fulfilled when those 
Jews who returned came back 
to Jerusalem in 520 BC. When 
it comes to the land - more rad- 
ical modem Biblical scholars, 
backed by recent archaeological 
excavations, find it difficult to 
write a history of Ancient Israel. 
The simple truth is that from 
earliest times what we think of 
as the Holy Land has been 
inhabited by a rich ethnic mix 
of peoples. 

In 1922 Britain obtained a 
Mandate from the League of 
Nations for the government of 
Palestine, with no intention of 
creating a Jewish State. When 
we left Palestine on May 14 
1948 the Jews declared the 
State of Israel with the support 
of two-thirds of the United 
Nations. Since then, Israel has 
continually defied UN 
Resolutions. Resolution 242 
affirms the ‘inadmissibility of 
acquiring territory by war’. The 
territory occupied by Israel was 
recognised by the whole inter- 
national community as ‘occu- 
pied’ and therefore protected by 
the 1949 Geneva Convention. 
A subsequent Security Council 
resolution in 1980 referred to 
‘the overriding necessity to end 
the prolonged occupation of 
Arab territories by Israel since 
1967, including Jerusalem.’ 

We need to remember that 
many Jews are opposed to the 
present Israeli government poli- 
cy. Rabbi Benjamin, former edi- 
tor of the magazine Net; has 
written - ‘In the end we must 
come out publicly with the 
truth; that we have no moral 
right whatever to oppose the 
return of the Arab refugees to 



their land., that until we have 
begun to redeem our sin against 
the Arab refugees, we have no 
right to continue the Ingathering 
of Exiles. We have no right to 
demand that American Jews 
leave their country to which 
they have become attached, and 
setde in 3 land that has been 
stolen from others, while the 
owners of it are homeless and 
miserable.’ 

Western Christians are slowly 
rediscovering Palestine and 
making links with the Living 
Stones, the diminishing number 
of Christians who live in the 
Holy Land. They need our 
prayers and support. 

Canon John Crowe 

Dorchester-on-Thames 



How can Christians help? 

Philip Moran’s letter (November 
DOOR) is not helpful. Those of 
us who regularly visit the Middle 
East are heart-broken at the vio- 
lence meted out on both sides in 
the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. 

The question is: if we as 
Christians believe in a God of 
love and justice, what can we do 
to help? The Arab Christians 
and peace-seeking Israelis to 
whom we speak are clear on 
two points: first, the right of the 
State of Israel to exist; and, sec- 
ondly, the need for a just and 
lasting solution for the 
Palestinians. Both sides are going 
to need to leam to live together 
and in this context arguments 
about the rights and wrongs of 
the past do not move us for- 
ward. 

It is heartening that some 
Palestinians injured by Israeli 
soldiers and some Jews injured 
by Palestinian bombs, as well as 
the parents of some of those 
killed, are meeting to try to stop 
the bloodshed and seek a wise 
peace. One of the participants 
writes: ‘As people listen to each 
othei; they shed the myth that 
their own side is blameless.’ 

The greatest help we can offer 
is to come alongside those who 
suffer and to support those 
groups that seek reconciliation. 
We commend the following 
prayer: 



Muslims, Christians and Jews 
remember, and proudly affirm. 

That they are followers of the one 
God, Children of Abraham, brothers 
and sisters . 

Enemies begin to speak to one another, 
Those who were estranged join hands 
in friendship ; 

Nations seek the way of peace together. 
Strengthen our resolve to give witness 
to these truths by the way we live. 
Empower all people to live in your 
Lnv of love. Amen 

(Rdc Christi and Council of Christians and Jews) 

Hugh Boulter 

and Marcus Braybrooke 

(Chairman and Past Chairman, 
Diocesan Committee for Interfaith 
Concerns) 



Carbon dioxide concerns 

Shirley Stapleton (The DOOR, 
December 2002) advances a 
comforting but totally falla- 
cious argument for doing noth- 
ing in the face of escalating lev- 
els of Carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. While modest nat- 
ural climate warmings have in 
the past preceded rises in car- 
bon dioxide, that in no way 
proves that the present massive 
rises in carbon dioxide levels 
due to human activity will not 
lead to climate change. Indeed, 
there is mounting evidence that 
we are already seeing significant 
changes, and there is every rea- 
son to believe that these will 
rapidly become larger 

Carbon dioxide levels are 
already higher than for the past 
several million years, a huge rise 
which dwarfs the modest fluc- 
tuations to which she refers. 
Almost all this carbon dioxide 
has been produced by the 
wealthy industrial west, much 
of it for essentially frivolous 
purposes. The suffering to 
which the probable climate 
change will lead will fall dispro- 
portionately on the poor of the 
third world. As Christians in 
one of the wealthiest Dioceses 
in the UK, we need to think 
hard before colluding with vest- 
ed interests who fear the threat 
posed by the Kyoto Protocol to 
their profits. 

The Revd Ian James 

Diocesan Environmental Advisor 



Something to crow about! 

I am grateful to Sue O’Hare for 
her letter in your November 
issue. It highlights a problem 
CRoW has had for several 
years, particularly in the 
Crowthome area. 

We can make no excuse for a 
church organiser failing to put up 
a ‘Welcome’ notice and signing- 
in form outside their church but 
we rely on human volunteers. 

The 16 churches that Sue 
cycled to are in a ‘difficult’ area 
of Berkshire. It is full of busy 
roads and has never had many 
cyclists or walkers taking part. 
This year Ms O’Hare’s own 
church and the nearby 
Crowthorne Methodist 

Church, for instance, had no 
more than two or three visitors 
all day. It is therefore not sur- 
prising that it is difficult to get 
stewards to man the churches, 
even though they can be spon- 
sored. Having no-one to wel- 
come is as discouraging for 
them as it is for cyclists or walk- 
ers to arrive at a closed church. 

However; the most depressing 
matter as far as the Trust is con- 
cerned is that no-one from the 
Crowthome churches has been 
persuaded to take over as area 
organiser after the previous one 
tried to find a replacement three 
years ago. This is despite letters 
and personal visits from myself 
and the county treasurer. After 
two years of covering the area 
ourselves in addition to our 
other Trust duties, we persuad- 
ed a non-church going friend to 
take over the area last year 

I thank all those who do spare 
time and effort for CRoW in 
their busy lives and I hope Ms 
O’Hare’s letter encourages 
more people to feel that CRoW 
and the work of the Berkshire 
Churches Trust is important 
enough for them to welcome 
visitors to their church this 
year’s Bike Ride on 13 
September It would be good to 
be able to report that Sue’s 
experience had truly taught the 
church people of Crowthome 
to CRoW again! 

Daphne Barnes-Phillips 

The CROW bike ride correspondence 
is now closed - Editor 



" 0,Lord open Thou our lips " 
- in tune please! 

Experienced singing teacher, 
retired Anglican Priest, can 
help clergy who have 
problems with singing services. 

Telephone: 01235 821509 



please ring Sue Williams on: 

fax: 01527 892152 



INCOME ACCOUNTANT 
OXFORD 

The International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (IFES) works in over 140 countries to 
pioneer and nurture student witness. 

The Income Accountant records donations 
(cheques, UK standing orders and foreign 
currency), maintains the income ledger and 
reports to field staff. 

You will be a part-qualified accountant, an 
accounting technician or a recent graduate, who 
is computer-literate, familiar with accounting 
software and Microsoft Office. Experience of 
using databases would be an advantage. 

Salary range £14-1 7K + benefits. 

For further details, send your CV to: 
Adrian White, Head of Finance 
Email: adrian@ifesworld.org 
Tel: 01865 292570 

Closing date: 19 February 2003 






****** . 



International Fellowship 
of Evangelical Students 
321 Banbury Road 
Oxford OX2 7JZ 



www.lfesworld.org 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 

- John Thornton will visit - 
Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



LOOKING FOR COUNSELLING? 

Contact 

STELLA DOERING Dip.Couns. (CSCT) 

Short or long term counselling (all age groups) 
BACP Code of Ethics 
Free Initial Consultation 

Telephone: 01993 708194 



lD)eIIinqfon Colleg e 

Due to a printing error in the 
December edition. Course dates 
were printed incorrectly in the 
editorial on the Education Review. 

The A2 level and AS level courses 
will be held between 
5th April and 10th April, and 
12th April and 17th April 2003. 

Our apologies for this error and any 
inconvenience this may have caused. 



^Retiring? 

Let your vestments provide an income. 
Jackson Leng 

Telephone: 01892 891473 

Website: www.churchshop.co.uk 



8ASICC0UNSELUNG SKILLS COURSE 



Basic counselling skills correspondence course, 
constructive tutoring provided. 

If interested, please call: 

Mobile: 078551 72660 or 0141 9468551 

(from 9.15am onwards) 

DrpC.PC.Dip Soc Wk, CQSW 




Do you play organ, 
piano or keyboard? 

St Thomas’ Church, Beaconsfield 
is looking for a gommitted Christian to 
accompany congregational singing with 
a small singing group. 

Contact: Rev Richard Caddell, St Thomas’ 
House, Mayflower Way, Beaconsfield, 
Bucks HP9 1UE 

Tel: 01494 672750 

Email; richard@stthomasholt.freeserve.co.uk 






Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children’s and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 




Courses & conferences Prayer Diary 



Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 
8 February Travelling in Hope: a 
spirituality for today. Quiet Day led 
by Kevin O’Connell, Rectory, 
Whitchurch, 10-3pm, £12. 

27 February Youth Culture, led 
by Mark Berry & John Russell, 
Wing Church, 8pm, £7. 

20 March Engaging with child- 
ren’s spirituality today, led by 
Danny Sullivan, Winslow Centre, 
8pm, £7. 

15 March Introduction to 
Preaching led by Peter Ball-antine & 
Roger James, Bradwell Chapel, 10- 
4pm, £14. Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme, Church Cot- 
tage, Waterloo Rd, Lmslade, Leigh- 
ton Buzzard, LU72NR; (01525) 
375109; wunv.mttesloe@fish.co.uk 

Women In Mission with 

Ilona Castle 

24, 25, 26, 27 February 

Fiona Castle will speak in 4 venues 
on ‘Come and see, go and share’ - 
evangelism for all temperaments; 
choice of workshops, 7.30pm 
Bletchley (24th - 01908 630305), 
Reading (25th - 0118 987 4448), 
Oxford (26th - 01865 513495), 
High Wycombe (27th - 01844 
260065). Co-ordinator Penny 
Joyce (01865) 790837; penny@ 
stclements.org.uk 

.Church Army Vocations 

Weekends 

7-9 February, 6-8 June 

Reflea on God’s call on your life 
and learn about the ministry of 
Church Army evangelists. Whirlow 
Grange Conference Centre, 
Sheffield. Candidates & Vocations 
Dept, Church Army, Marlow 
House, 1 09 Station Rd, Sidcup 
DA15 7 AD. Tel. (020) 8309 3507; 
vocations@churcharmy.org.uk 



Milton Keynes Training 
Commission 

6 February The Church & the 
Local Press: Richard Thomas, 
7.45-9.45pm, Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell. £5.50. 

15 March Introduction to 
Preaching: Peter Ballantine & 
Roger James, 10-4pm, Bradwell 
Chapel, £15. Revd Peter 
Ballantine, Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, MK13 
9 A A; tel: (01908) 605892; 
mkctc@tesco.net 

Britsh Church Music 
Foundation 

6 February ‘Music for Common 
Worship’: choirs, music groups, 
clergy, congregations of all den- 
ominations welcome: try out new 
music appropriate for Holy 
Communion/ Mass/ Eucharist/ 
Breaking of Bread (whatever your 
church calls it!) 7.30pm, Christ 
Church, Cricklade St, Swindon. 

£4 (under 16s £2). 

Neil Shepherd (01285) 657709. 

St Michael's Amersham- 
on-the-Hill 

16 February, 16 March, 18 
May, 15 June, 20 July 

Finding God at the Heart of Things: 
‘Awakening’ - Lent. Explore our 
spiritual treasure with ways into * 
prayer, and teaching and sharing 
from our saints and mystics. Led by 
Philip Roderick. 6-8pm, £5 per 
evening. (01494) 726680 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

1 February Graham Tomlin: 
New approaches to evangelism 
8 March David Wenham: Paul 
and Jesus - the true story. Every- 
one welcome. 9.30am-4pm St 
Andrew’s, Linton Rd, £16/ £10 
concessions & groups of 4+. 
Bookings (01865) 274205; 

. • -I I £aS2\ L 



81 Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course 
The Early Church (5 sessions - 
£25). The development of the 
Church’s doarine over the crucial 
period 313-450 AD. Ox: 18 Feb - 
18 Mar, 8.20-9.20 pm; St A: 13 
Feb - 13 Mar, 8.20-9.20 pm. 

The same courses run at St Albans 
Abbey on Thursday evenings and at 
Westminster Institute for Education 
(formerly, Westminster College, 
Oxford) on Tuesday evenings. 
Details and booking forms: Mrs 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House; (01865) 208260. 

Preaching Skills 
20 February - 27 March 

Whaddon Way Church, 

Bletchley 8pm 6 sessions, £5 
each/£3 concessions. Revd Alan 
Bird, 43 Beaverbrook Court, 
Bletchley MK3 7JS , tel. (01908) 
3373203; alan.bird@ 
mk3 7js.freeserve.co.uk 

Diocese of Oxford Training 
A Co-ordination Team 
20 February 

Opportunities for Min- 
istry with Public Bodies by VI/ 
Nick Parish, Diocesan " 

Church House, 7-9.30pm, £6 
15 March Introduction to 
Preaching led by Peter Ballantine 
& Roger James, Bradwell 
Methodist Church,. Milton 
Keynes, 10am-4pm, £15. Revd 
Philip Tovey (01865) 863657; 
philip. tovey@virgin. net 

Sunday 8* j 
Lent 2 March - Easter 

Resources: www.church- 
poverty.org.uk ; Church Action on 
Poverty, Central Buildings, 

Oldham St, Manchester Ml 1JT. i 

Rediscovering a Ministry 
of Wholeness 20 March 



I Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
- suffering, persevere in prayer. 
I Romans 12:12 

I Let us pray to God our 
I Father for: 

I 

I Saturday 1st Burnham and 
I Slough Deanery as they consider 
I ways of relating more closely in 
I group ministries. Area dean - 
I David Miell; synod lay chair- 
I man - Janet Piggott; industrial 
I chaplain - John Nicholson; 
I community chaplain - Allen 
I Walker; licensed lay minister - 
I Michael Wilcockson; licensed 
I lay worker - Norman Critchell. 

! CANDLEMAS - THE PRE- 
I SENTATION OF CHRIST IN 
I THE TEMPLE 

I Sunday 2nd Christ Church 
I Cathedral: the Dean and 

I Chapter and those who support 
I their work. The ministry to visi- 
I tors in all churches. Those who 
I maintain churches and church 
I property, including those with 
I responsibility on the Diocesan 
I Buildings and Glebe 
I Committees. 

I Monday 3rd Burnham Team 
I Ministry: clergy - Simon Brown, 
I Olivia Graham, Mervyn Eden, 
I Alan Dibden, Tom Hewson, 
I Rosie Hewson; lay worker - 
I Henriette Watkins. Farnham 
I Royal with Hedgerley, Farnham 
I Common: clergy - Graham 
I Saunders, Stanley Bedwell, 
I Gordon Briggs. 

I Tuesday 4th Riverside: clergy 
I - Bill Knight, Peter Abrahams, 
I Carylle Deamer, Paul Reynolds, 
I John Harper; licensed lay minis- 
I ters - Alison Hassall, Beryl 
I Walters, John Hazelden, Rhoda 
I Hazelden; youth worker - 
I Kathryn Campbell. 

I Wednesday 5th Slough: cler- 
i gy - Mike Cotterell, Margaret 



Thursday 6th West Slough 
Team Ministry: clergy - Jan 
Cotman, Ruth Gostelow, Susan 
Smith, Nick Plant, Nasief 
Kawar, Chris Collinge; licensed 
lay ministers - Bob Saunders, 
Connie Shaw, Allan Gostelow. 
Wexham: clergy - George 
Farmer, Alan Bignell. 

Friday 7th Iver St Peter: clergy 
- Brian Skinner, Tony Holmes; 
licensed lay minister - Brian 
Griffiths. Iver Heath: clergy - 
David Reynish; licensed lay 
minister - John Mitchell. 
Saturday 8th Stoke Poges: 
clergy - Harry Latham; youth 
worker - Yann Dubreuil; 
licensed lay minister - Richard 
Rooley. Upton-cum Chalvey 
Team Ministry: clergy - David 
Miell, Derek West, Andreas 
Loewe. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 9th NATIONAL 
MARRIAGE WEEK 
Monday 10th Deddington 
Deanery. Work among the 
homeless, Beacon Centre, 
Banbury Young Homeless 
Project, youth workers and all 
who work amongst the young 
people in the Deanery. Synod 
on 12th February. Area dean - 
John Stroyan; synod lay chair- 
man - Stephen Corsby; youth 
workers - Irfana Riffatt , Mike 
Scott. 

Tuesday 11th Adderbury: 
clergy - Stephen Fletcher, Hazel 
Scarr; licensed lay ministers - 
Audrey Baylay, Basil Briggs. 
Banbury Group Ministry with 
St Francis, St Hugh, St Leonard, 
St Mary and St Paul: clergy - 
Monica Mills, David Jackson, 
Bruce Walles, Janet Chapman, 
Edward Coombs; licensed lay 
minister- Dennis Smith. 



Gardner, George Walker. 
Thursday 13th Shire's Edge - 
Claydon, Cropredy, Great 
Bourton, Mollington, Ward-ing- 
ton: clergy - Peter Atkinson, 
Lynda Alcock. Deddington with 
Barford, Clifton and Hempton: 
clergy - Hugh White. 

Friday 14th Ironstone - 
Drayton, Horley, Hornton, 
Hanwell, Shenington, Alkerton, 
Wroxton, Balscote: clergy - 
Jeffrey Chard, Henry Ormerod, 
Pamela Smith, David Addley; 
licensed lay minister - John 
Straw. 

Saturday 15th Wykeham - 
Broughton, with North 
Newington, Epwell, Shutford, 
Sibford, Swalcliffe, Tadmarton: 
clergy - Timothy Wimbush, 
Keith Walklate. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT - SEPTUA- 
GESIMA 

Sunday 16th EDUCATION 
SUNDAY 

We are invited to pray for the 
new Christ the Sower 
Ecumenical Combined School 
planned to open in Milton 
Keynes in September 2004. 
Monday 17th The Diocesan 
Board of Education staff and 
the 88 aided and 191 controlled 
schools which they advise and 
support: director - Danny 
Sullivan; assistant directors - 
Gordon Joyner, Clive 
Sedgewick; advisers - Gillian 
Allison, Jo Fageant, Lelsie 
Stephen, Lyn Field. The Dio- 
cesan Board for Stewardship, 
Training, Evangelism and 
Ministry staff and the resources 
they provide for ordained and 
lay ministries; director - Keith 
Lamdin. 

Tuesday 18th Churches 
Together in England training 



Gerrard, Honor Alleyne, 
Douglas Butterfield, Murdoch 
MacKenzie. 

Wednesday 19th Newbury 
Deanery. Those working in the 
review of the Newbury and 
Thatcham Team Ministries. 
Those who minister in rural 
areas and particularly for lay ini- 
tiatives. Those who are seeking 
new ways to bring the gospel to 
'unchurched' areas. Area dean - 
Tom Moffat; associate area dean 
- Rita Ball; synod lay chairman 
-Chris Watts. 

Thursday 20th Beedon and 
Peasemore with West Ilsley and 
Farnborough: clergy - Antonia 
Cretney, Denise Brown, 
Timothy Astin. Brightwalton 
with Catmore, Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth and Fawley: cler- 
gy - John Townend. 

Friday 21st Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare: the 
wardens during the vacancy - 
Mary Evans, Susan Spence, 
Michael De Lisle-Bush, Shirley 
Goodman. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - William 
Stewart. 

Saturday 22nd Greenham: 
clergy - John Clarke; licensed lay 
minister - Brian Jones. Hermitage 
Team Ministry; clergy - John 
Coombs, Jean Herrick, John 
Masters, Tess Ward; licensed lay 
ministers - Richards Betts, James 
Penglase, John Davies. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT-SEXAGESIMA 
Sunday 23rd Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman and 
development of the companion 
relationship with Oxford 
Diocese: link coordinator - 
Nick Molony. 

Monday 24th Hungerford 
with Denford: clergy - Andrew 
Sawyer. Kintbury with 



- David Stone, Lorelie Farmer, 
Brian Pritchard, Bernard 
Dagnall, Anthony Howe, John 
Lewis, John Wall, Rita Ball, 
Vernon Smith; licensed lay min- 
isters - Elizabeth Pook, Michael 
Kerry; youth worker - Ian 
Macdonald. 

Wednesday 26th. Shaw cum 
Donnington: clergy - Brian 
Taylor, Buff Stone; youth worker 

- Matthew Stevens. Thatcham and 
Dunston Park LEP: clergy - Tom 
Moffat, Moira Astin, Martin 
Robbins, Marion Fontaine; evan- 
gelist — David Scurr; licensed lay 
minister - Dorothy Dingle. 
Thursday 27th Welford with 
Wickham and Great Shefford, 
Boxford and Stockcross: clergy 

- Nigel Sands. West Woodhay 
with Enborne, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and Combe: 
clergy - Julie Ramsbottom, 
Charles Pakenham, Ian Blyth. 
Friday 28th Diocesan Finance 
and ICT Department: PCC 
Treasurers and Stewardship 
Recorders. 



Woman’s World Day of 
Prayar 7 March 

Mortimer West End Chapel, 
Padworth Common 2 - 3 pm 
Theme: Holy Spirit fill us; 
speaker Sue Wilmot (Greyfri- 
ars, Reading). Creche avail- 
able; tea and cakes after- 
wards. 

Details Brenda Baldwin 
(0118) 933 2569; 
brianbrendabaldwin@ 
talk21.com 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 






www.oxford.anglican.org 



y.svam - lpm. paiem rroject oc 
Wycombe Deanery); Norman 
Critchell (01753) 77014; norman 
@salemproject.fsnet.co.uk 
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training day for teams & indi- 
viduals, 10am - 3.30pm. 
(01865)208214 



Revd C Bell , Spurgeon Baptist 
Church , Bletchley , Milton Keynes 
MK2 2RW; (01908) 646649; 
cbell@fish.co.uk 



I Team Ministry; clergy - Jeremy 
I Hurst, Christopher Hanson; 
I licensed lay minister - Paul Dunn. 

I 



lay minister - David Exham. 
Bodicote: clergy - Ben Phillips; 
licensed lay ministers - Brian 

^ - ....... «... 



Lawton, Vivien brooks, lony 
Dickinson, David Lunn; County 
Ecumenical Officers - Bede 



i uesaay zoin Lamoourn: 
clergy - William Stewart. 
Newbury Team Ministry: clergy 



Wednesdays only bpm Lnorai 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 



What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the March DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
address below. The deadline is 13 February. 



FEBRUARY 

Sat 1 AMERSHAM ‘An evening of 
Organ Masterpieces’ St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill. Tickets 
Parish Office (01494)726 680. 

Sat 1 SLOUGH Euphonium recital 
12 noon, St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Church St. Free; donations welcome. 
(01753) 575766. 

Sail M.70N KEYNES Schubert’s 
‘Die Schone Mullerin’ 12.30pm, City 
Church. Tickets at door. 

Sat 1 READING Henley Choral 
Society ‘Elijah’ 7.30pm Great Hall, 
Reading University Berks Organists 
Association; (0118) 940 3209; 
www.berkshireorganists.org.uk. 
Sun 2 AMERSHAM Candlemass 
4pm. Communion Service with 
candlelit procession. St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the Hill. (01494) 
726 680. 

Sun 2 BURFORD Snowdrop 
Sunday at the Priory 2-5pm; walk 
round the woods; tea and cakes. 
Thu 6 MILTON KEYNES 

Piano recital 7.45pm, City Church. 
JTickets (01908) 200604 or at door. 
Thu6 STOKE POQES Quiet 
Garden open 10am-3pm. Hot 
drinks provided; bring lunch if 
staying all day. Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Road. (01753) 
644273/ 643050. 

Frl 7 READING Organ recital 
(Wendy Watson). 12.15pm St 
Mary’s Church. Berks Organists 
Association; (0118) 940 3209; 
www.berkshireorganists.org.uk. 
Sat 8 OXFORD (see page 9) 
Women’s prayer day for the 
nation, run by Lydia Fellowship 
International 10am-12 noon 
(coffee 9.30am and 12.30pm). 
St Aldate’s Church. (01865) 



Door 



862534. See article page 9. 

Sat 8 DOUAI ABBEY Young 
Musicans from West & Central 
Berkshire: annual concert 7.45pm. 
Tickets Newbury Com Exchange 
(01635) 522733. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Alister Hardy 
Society for the study of religious & 
spiritual experience 10.30am -4pm, 
The Old Bar, Mansfield College. 
Open to non-members, £15. 

Sun 0 BURFORD Snowdrop 
Sunday at the Priory 2-5pm; walk 
round the -woods; tea and cakes. 
Mon 10 MILTON KEYNES 
Musical Milestones (Wolf, 
Duparc, Quilter): talk by Adrian 
Boynton. 7.45pm, City Church. 
Tickets (01908) 200604 or at door 
Wad 12 AMERSHAM Service 
for Healing and Wholeness with 
anointing and communion. 8pm 
Lady Chapel, St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill. (01494) 
726 680. 

Wad 12 MILTON KEYNES 

Violin and piano concert 7.45pm, 
City Church. Tickets (01908) 
200604 or at door. 

Thu 13 STOKE POQES The 

Quiet Garden: Listening to God 
by Martin Williams 10am- 
12.30pm (Quiet Garden open 
10am-3pm; hot drinks provided; 
bring lunch). Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road. (01753) 644273/ 
643050. 

Frl 14 WOKINGHAM Evening 
with Adrian 6c Bridget Plass St 
Sebastian’s Church; includes 
meal at Sandford Marina Golf 
Club; Claire Morrison (0118) 
979 0830. 

Sat 15 OXFORD Marriage 
day with Nicky 6c Sila Lee, 




(authors of The Marriage 
Book), 7. 30pn\ King’s Centre, 
Osney Mead; refreshments. 
Details Geoff Norridge (01993) 
772375. 

Sat 16 MILTON KEYNES 

Farewell service for Revd Murdoch 
Mackenzie, 3pm Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. (01903)311310. 
Sat 15 SLOUGH Cello 6c piano 
recital 12 noon, St Mary’s Parish 
Church, Free; donations welcome. 
(01753) 575766. 

Sat 16 READING The Cameo 
Consort. 7.30pm St Giles* Church. 
Berks Organists Association; 
(0118) 940 3209; www.berkshire- 
organists. org.uk. 

Sun 16 AMERSHAM New 

monthly family-friendlyservice 
10am at St Michael’s, Amersham- 
on-the-Hill. (01494) 580 077 

Sun 16 MILTON KEYNES 

Choral evensong: Choir of City 
Church, 6pm City Church. 

Sun 16 DOUAI ABBEY Organ 
recital (Catherine Hambridge) 
3pm. Tickets Newbury Corn 
Exchange (01635) 522733. 

Thu 20 STOKE POQES 
Quiet Garden open 10am-3pm. 
Hot drinks provided; bring your 
lunch if staying all day. Stoke 
Park Farm, Park Road. (01753) 
644273/ 643050. 

Frl 21 READING Organ 
recital (Jim Wooldridge) 
12.15pm St Mary’s Church. 
Berks Organists Association; 
(0118) 940 3209; www.berk- 
shireorganists.org.uk. 

Sat 22 BBQBROKE Oxford 
Institute for Counselling Lent 
Quiet Day with Janet Lake: ‘The 
Wounding of Christ* 10am - 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



4pm Community of St John the 
Baptist. Bookings Gill Harvey 
(01865) 308889; counselling® 
ocic.org.uk 

Sat 22 SLOUGH Equale Brass 
Quartet 12 noon, St Mary’s Parish 
Church, Church St. Admission 
free; donations welcome. (01753) 
575766. 

Sat 22 READING Organ recital 
(Christopher Cipkin 6 C David 
Pether) 7.30pm Wesley Methodist 
Church. Berks Organists 
Association; (0118) 940 3209; 
www.berkshireorganists.org.uk. 
Sun 23 KENNINQTON A 
Hymns of Praise Celebration for 
the Friends of Kennington Cancer 
Fund; speaker Prof Adrian Harris 
(Churchill Hospital Oncology 
Unit) 6.30pm St Swithun’s 
Church. (01865)735851. 

Sun 23 DOUAI ABBEY 
Choral Evensong in the Anglican 
Rite sung by the English Baroque 
Choir 4pm. Retiring collection. 
Thu 27 OXFORD Oxford 
Council of Christians and Jews: 
‘Who are the Quakers and what 
do they believe?’ 8pm Friends* 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles* 
(01865) 761630. 

Thu 27 STOKE POQES 

‘There is a time for everything...* 
by Keith Green 10am-12.30pm 
(Quiet Garden open 10am-3pm; 
hot drinks provided; bring your 
lunch). Stoke Park Farm, Park 
Road. (01753) 644273/ 643050. 
Thu 27 MILTON KEYNES 
Exploring Music: Romantic 
Italian Masters: Verdi 2: talk by 
Adrian Boynton.. 7.45pm, City 
Church. Tickets at door 
Frl 28 FINGEST (Hambleden 



The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



Valley, near Henley) Healing ser- 
vice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. (01491) 571231. 

MARCH 

Sat 1 DOUAI ABBEY Thames 
Voices: music by Rutter, Mozart, 
Durufle, Faure, Poulenc. Tickets 
Newbury Com Exchange (01635) 
522733. 

Sat 1 SLOUGH Organ recital 
(Malcolm Stowell) 12 noon, St 
Mary’s Parish Church, Church 
St. Free; donations welcome. 
(01753) 575766. 

Sun 2 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants: service drawing on con- 
templative Christian chants 
from around the world. 1st 
Sunday each month. 6-6.45pm St 
Michael’s, Amersham-on-the 
Hill. (01494) 726680. 

Mon 3 MILTON KEYNES 
Musical Milestones: Russian 
Masters: Rachmaninov: talk by 
Adrian Boynton 7.45pm, City 
Church. Tickets at door. 

Wed 5 AMERSHAM Ash 
Wednesday Service with commu- 
nion and ashing 10am Lady 
Chapel, St Michael’s, Amersham- 
on-the-Hill. (01494) 726 680. 
Wed 5 AMERSHAM Ash 
Wednesday Service with 
Communion and ashing 8pm at 
The Free Church, with St John’s 
and St Michael’s, Amersham- 
on-the-Hill. (01494) 726 680. 
Thu 6 STOKE POQES Quiet 
Garden open 10am - 3pm. Hot 
drinks provided; bring lunch if 
staying all day. Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Road. (01753) 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



644273/ 643050. 

Frl 7 PADWORTH COM- 
MON Women’s World Day of 
Prayer, Mortimer West End 
Chapel, 2pm. (0118) 933 2569; 
see above. 

Frl 7 MILTON KEYNES 

‘Religion and Violence’: St Thomas 
of India Unity Lecture 2003 by 
Aruna Gnanadason, Christ 
Church, Stantonbury Campus, 
7.45pm. (Indian meal 6.30pm, £6; 
book (01908) 606395.) Other 
enquiries (01908) 677466. 

Frl 7 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD Music from St Petersburg, 
Lyra Vocal Ensemble, All Saints’ 
Church. Refreshments; retiring 
collection. (0118) 972 2844. 

Sat 8 SLOUGH Organ recital 
(Henry Macey) 12 noon, St Mary’s 
Parish Church, Church St. Free; 
donations welcome. (01753) 575766. 
Sat 8 MILTON KEYNES 
Trumpet & piano concert, 
12.30pm City Church. Tickets 
at door. 

Sat 16 DOUAI ABBEY Arion 
Orchestra: music by Fasch &c 
Marcello, Janacek, Schubert. 
Tickets Newbury Corn 
Exchange (01635) 522733. 

Sat 15 SLOUGH Piano recital 
(Roger Musson) 12 noon, St 
Mary’s Parish Church, Church 
St. Free; donations welcome. 
(01753) 575766. 

Sat 15 BRACKNELL The 
Cameo Singers 7.30pm St 
Andrew’s Church. Berks 
Organists Association; (0118) 
940 3209; www.berkshireor- 
ganists.org.uk. 



Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Notices 



Partnership House 
Mission Studies Library 

Clergy and parishioners of the 
Diocese are welcome to use the 
library (near Waterloo Station), 
which has around 25,000 books,, 
mainly on Christian mission and 
evangleism but covering other 
subjects of theological interest. 

Use of the library is free and no 
appointment is necessary but 
there is an annual those who sub- 
scription for borrow books. 
Partnership House Mission 
Studies Libray , 157 Waterloo 
Road, London SE1 8XA. 

Tel. (020) 7928 8681; e-mail 
phmslib@FreeNet.co.uk; website 
http://phmsl.soutron.com 

Miss M.F Wright Will Trust 

A trust fund available for Church 
organisations and individuals 
within the Diocese of Oxford. 
Small grants are given towards 
the cost of training, equipment or 
research needed to explore social 
or economic issues. The trust does 
not contribute to salaries. 

Mrs J Saunders , 6 Aldbourne Rd, 
Burnham , Bucks SL1 7NJ 



The March issue of 



the Door 



will be ready for 
collection on 
20 February 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Church linens from Africa 

Small linens for church use made 
by the Mothers’ Union in Mata- 
beleland Diocese, Zimbabwe - 
available by post: 

Canon Hugh Marshall, Mata- 
beleland Church Linens, 7 The 
Deedings, Deddington, Banbury 
OX16 0RT, te\ (01869) 337761, 
e-mail hughm@fish.co.uk 

Palm crosses from Africa 

Bookmark-sized crosses made in 
Nongoma, KwaZulu. Suggested 
donation: £10 per 100 (multiples 
of 50). Money goes to workers 
and support of local projects. 

P aim Cross Administration 
Office , Emmanuel Church, 
Weston Favell Centre, North- 
ampton NN3 8JR, tel. (01604) 
40101 0; emmteam@talk2 1 .com 




Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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“DO YOU HAVE 
ANY OF THESE 
WINES FOR 
SALE ?” 

Red Bordeaux 1990 & older 
Vintage Port 1970 & older 
White Burgundy 1992 & older 
Red Burgundy 1990 & older 

ANY WINES from 
1943 / 53/63 & 1944 / 54/64 

(any q uantity , but must be well 
stored please ) 

IF YES then please contact: 

RICHARD BRAZIER 

Tel: 01793 731886 
Fax: 01793 731887 



or e-mail on: 

r.brazier @ virgin.net 






Quality & Personal Service 



LOOK 

OH 

lor 

IHt 




fare 

Feature 

ii 




TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Ladies, do you have to change your bedding during the 
night because of night time sweats or incontinence? 

You need the sheet protector that goes on top of your bottom 
sheet, stops wetness from seeping into the sheet & mattress. No 
ties, no plastic. Comfortable to use & easy to machine wash. Soft 
quilted cotton/poly surface, absorbent inner layer & 100% 
waterproof barrier with non-slip backing. Replace with a fresh one 
in seconds. Also suitable for children. 

Single size approx 30" x 33" £19 - buy 2 for £34 - save £4 

Double size approx 52" x 34" £39 - buy 2 for £74 - save £4 
Post: WellCare 7, Monmouth Place, Bath BA1 2AU 
Call free: 0808 100 3133 Mon / Fri 8.30am to 4.45pm 
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to “WellCare” 

Full money back guarantee if returned unopened within 28 days. 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRC0 
is available to deputise in 
Oxfordshire, at short notice, 
including weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : reasonable fee 
Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



TANGNEY TOURS T Samson Windows 




ABTA 

V2895 



Pilgrim House , Station Court 
Borough Green , Kent TNI 5 8AF 
Tel: 01732 886666 • Fax: 01732 886885 
E-mail: ttours@cix.co.uk 
Website: www.tangney-tours.com 




High security PVCu Aluminium Windows, 
Dows and Conservatories. Secondary dazing. 
Box sash vertical sliding windows 




PILGRIMAGES 2003 

LOURDES BY AIR 

4, 5 a 8 DAY PILGRIMAGES 
EASTER - NOVEMBER 

PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN 
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

22 - 29 AUGUST 2003 

FATIMA 

Departures May - October 

ROME 

Year round departures by Air 
TANGNEY COACH 
Lourdes Budget Pilgrimages from £160 
Lourdes & Shrines £335 
Fatima, Lourdes & Santiago £575 
For full details call now for our 2003 brochure 

01732 886666 



We're successful because we're different! 

NO DISCOUNTS FOR QUICK DECISIONS - We want you to 
be sure. 

NO SHOW HOUSE' SPECIAL OFFERS - Well do a superb 
job anyway. 

NO '6 WINDOWS FOR Cl. 500 - (plus another 50% for 
essential extras!) 

NOTHING 'FREE' - Except information and advice in fact 

NO NONSENSE AT ALL - just exceSent quality, workmans^ 
| (rvalue guaranteed to secure your recommendation. 

Telephone (01628) 524469 
FREEPHONE 0800 146165 



Need Space? 

Broadgate House in Hants offers peace to seek God, 
prayer ministry, good food and a country setting. 

Easter 2003 

Small house party - book now. 

Couple required 

Share vision, running of house 
& prayer ministry. 

All enquiries: 023 8025 2673 

Julie or John Reeves 

Registered Charity No, 1086661 



Free 2 months holida y 

Free journey and pocket money 
for pensioner in return for 
English conversation and help 
with housekeeping of Polish 
Catholic priest in Germany. 
Apply: Katholisches Pfarramt, 
57612 Marienthal b. Altenkirchen 
/Germany 

Or Fax 0049-2682-968648 
or e-Mail: oczeslfagmx.de 



ORGANIST REQUIRED 

Shelswell group choir, covering 10 
parishes north of Bicester urgently requires 
an organist for weekly rehearsals and 
monthly service, plus Festival services. 
RSCM fees available. 

Contact: 01280 847741 



Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 



Ordination Stoles 



and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 



Please contact. ★ New Address ★ 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 3 Walnut Drive, 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham MK18 1QJ 
Tel: 01280 816055 



SPREADING THE WORD 

CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS 

See our feature in the March Edition 

Advertisers please call: 
01527 892945 

To use this feature to promote your business 
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The Home of Devenish 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 

The Charity has 23 
Bungalows and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 

Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge to the tenant. 

Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 

Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 

If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home, 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr J.A. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, 

The Granary, Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, 

Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 Registered Charity No. 202400 





You've afways wanted to five in the 
nicest house in the neighbourhood. . 




...Now uou can 1 

At The Hawthorns, we offer an independent lifestyle 
that's comfortable, beautiful, and has all the amenities 
you're looking for. Discover for yourself the attractive, 
gracious retirement lifestyle you've always wanted! 

For more information, call us today! 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
orth Somerset, BS21 7EH 
The Hawthorns Tel: (01275) 790060 

(>raaou* Rvlnetmitf ttvtnx \ / 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



The Hawthorns 

CrthioU' Relitetmuf f ieoix 



Spire Light 



Broach 

Belfry 
Louvres 

Wall Arcade 

Niche 
Tower Arch 



Rectangular 
Buttress 

Lancet 
Window 

Railmastersi 
Cornice 

Keystone 
Impact 

South 

Porch 



Church Restoration Co. (11) Itb. 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

CHURCH DECORATION 
• CHURCH RENOVATION 
• STONE RESTORATION 
• CLEANING MASONRY 
ROOFING 

• STAINED GLASSWORK 
& LISTED BUILDINGS 



Clemestry 
Finial 

Bell-Cote Battlements 
Sanctus Bell 




'Pilaster 
Pediment 
Road Loft 
Star 



Apse 

Barge Board 
Tympanum 

Vestry or Sedilia 

Sacristy 



Altar 

Rails 



indow , 

Parapet 

. Crocketed Pinnacle 
.Gargoyles 

K 

Wall Tablet 
Sanctuary 
Easter Sepulchre 
Diagonal Buttress 

Aumbry 
High Altar 
Plinth 
Piscina 



Crypt or Undercroft 



OXFORD & LONDON 

Freephone: 

0800 052 1030 



Email : churchrestorationltd @ hotmail.com 
ALL ESTIMATES AND ADVICE ARE FREE AND WITHOUT OBLIGATION 



K 
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Sole 

Funeral Service 



Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 
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ABINGDON 

( 01235 ) 520617 - ( 01235 ) 528285 

nS% FAX: (01235) 530719 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 



Est Before 1879 



TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 



m 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 



mil 



A Local Independent Family Business 

OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 38 OAK END WAY, 

MARLOW GERRARDS CROSS 

(01628) 898866 (01753) 891892 

891 LONDON ROAD, 32 GREGORIES ROAD, 

LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 472572 (01494) 685000 

• Personal attention day or night • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 




Thomas & Jarvis F.S. 

(A caring family funeral service) 



Memorials 

arranged 




Copse View, 

Castle Street 
Steventon, 

Abingdon Oxon 0X13 6SR 

Teb 01235 831395 

Email: jack@thomas-jarvis.freeserve.co. uk 




OXFORD CRUSE 

offers support to any 
bereaved person 

Helpline and individual counselling 
for adults and children aged 5-16. 

We also need new volunteers to train 
for this valuable work. 

Wesley Memorial Hall, New Inn Hall Street, 
OXFORD 0X1 2DH 
Telephone: 01865 245398 
OFFICE OPEN 10-12 Monday to Friday. 

Answerphone other times 

Registered Charity No. 208078 




GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 



A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 



Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 
Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, 

Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 



GOLDEN 
CHARTER 

A simple quiet funeral or something more 




GOLDEN CHARTER 



Pre - Paid Funeral Plans 



HE CARING APPROACH TO A SENSITIVE SUBJECT 



Losing someone you 
the support and care 

Choosing the right 
funeral director could 
seem daunting, but 
when you look for the 
Blue SAIF logo, you 
can be sure that you 
will be dealing with an 
Independent Funeral 
Director known for 
their excellence in car- 
ing. Independent 
Funeral Directors have 
vast experience of car- 
ing for the needs of a 
family during stressful 
and emotional times. 
Whether you want a 
simple quiet funeral or 
something more, SAIF 
members will provide 
quality service and 
dedicated attention to 



love is one of the hardest things in the world. You will need 
of friends and family throughout this difficult time. 



all your needs. The 
National Society of 
Allied and Independent 
Funeral Directors, 
represent some six 
hundred Independent 
Funeral Directors, many 
being well established 
family businesses of 
high standing in their 
communities. 

Today many people 
seek to make provision 
to cover their own 
funeral costs. SAIF 
Funeral Directors rec- 
ommend Golden 
Charter pre-paid funer- 
al plans. The plan cov- 
ers all of the costs 
with no hidden extras. 
The plan is not tied to 



any one Funeral Director, rather it gives your 
family the freedom to choose the most suitable 
in the time of need. 

When preparing for a funeral, remember to look 
for the blue SAIF logo, only displayed by 
Independent Funeral Directors - a reputation for 
care and tradition of excellence - 
supported by SAIF. 

To find out if your local funeral director is SAIF 
contact the National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors, 

SAIF Business Centre, 3 
Bullfields, 

Sawbridgeworth, 

Herts CM21 
9DB.Telephone: 

01279 726777 
Fax: 01279 726300 or 
e-mail: 

info@saif.org.uk 
Website: 
www.saif.org.uk 



K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
BCTia Established 200 years 
mtwr.Ji Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 



The Caring Appr oach to a 
Sensitive Subject 



Advertisement 

Feature 



Like everything else 
the cost of a funeral 
increases year after 
year. 

Due to the diminishing 
availability of burial 
space and the need by 
crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC 
regulations, combined 
with increased fees for 
doctors and clergy, 
funeral costs have 
increased ahead of 
inflation. 

Over a two year period 
*1998 - 2000, the 
average cost of a burial 
has increased by 25% 
and a cremation by 12%. 
The average price of a 
simple funeral in the UK 
can be as much as 
£2,700 for burial and 
£1,400 for cremation (* 
The Oddfellows Survey 
of Funeral Costs 2000). 
So it is not surprising 
that over 350,000 people 
in the UK have now 
planned and paid for 
their funerals in 
advance. By doing so 
they have demonstrated 
their thoughtfulness 
and care for their family 
and friends by removing 
not only the burden of 
funeral costs but also 
easing the stress of 
making the 
arrangements. 

Many of them did so 
through Golden Charter, 
a British company, 
which is the UK’s 
largest funeral planning 
network. Over 2,100 
locally owned and run 
independent funeral 
directors throughout 
the UK now accept 
Golden Charter plans 
and recommend them 
to the families they 
serve. 

Why..? Because Golden 
Charter allows the 



client to cover all the Trust’s woodland sites, 
costs related to the A living legacy for future 
funeral. This means that generations to enjoy, 
the funeral director can Golden Charter are the 



guarantee the family 
will never be asked to 
pay more money for the 
arrangements the client 
has selected. You can 
personalise any of 
Golden Charter’s four 
plans to suit your own 
requirements through 
their unique Select 
Reserve option. 

This is not the case with 
some plans on the 
market so be sure to 
check exactly what is 
covered if you are 
shopping around. Also 
make sure that you can 
select and use the local 
funeral director of your 
choice. Some plans 
restrict your choice by 
nominating a firm 
owned by the plan’s 
parent company. 

It is important to 
distinguish between a 
pre-paid funeral plan 
and the funeral 
expenses policies 
offered by insurance 
companies. Such 
policies often do not 
detail the arrangements 
or guarantee to fully 
cover the costs of the 
funeral. If you are in 
reasonable health the 
sum paid out to the 
family could easily be 
less than the amount 
you have paid in 
premiums. 

Golden Charter even 
ensure that the 
thoughtfulness shown 
in purchasing a plan is 
remembered for many 
years to come. Through 
an exclusive 
arrangement with the 
Woodland Trust a tree 
is planted on your 
behalf in one of the 



only plans 

recommended by the 
National Society of 
Allied and Independent 
Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 







It’s good to know jour 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

IgfFUNERAL PLANS 



M 



email: info@sa i( org.uk 



The SAIF logo guarantees 
that jour locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Societj of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 
Directors thej will alwajs 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter 
pre-paid funeral plans and 
most importantly, give 
complete peace of mind. 

SAIF National Office 
01279 726777 

website: www.saif.org.uk 




GOLDEN CHARTER 

^[FUNERAL PLANS 
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The only plan recommended 
by the National Society of Allied 
& Independent Funeral Directors 



The caring approach to a sensitive subject 



There comes a time when u’s 

natural to consider your own funeral... to think 
about loved ones and what to leave them. Not 
the burden of funeral costs, obviously. Or the 
ordeal of deciding on the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you total 
peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by over 2100 local independent 
funeral directors - companies that care deeply 
about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to cover 
every possible cost in advance. Therefore the 
funeral director can guarantee that he or she will 
not have to ask bereaved relatives for extra 
payment for the arrangements selected at the 
time of need. Other funeral plans do not 
necessarily meet all expenses. 



• Golden Charter gives you freedom to choose 
your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may personalise 
your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a combination 
of benefits for you and your loved ones. 

If you would like to know more, contact any 
of the funeral directors in this feature who 
display the Golden Charter logo or complete 
and send the coupon to them. 

Alternatively, you may send it to: 

Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
FREEPOST SCO5870 
GLASGOW G61 2WY 

or call us free of charge on 

0800 833 800 

www.golden-charter.co.uk 



o 



Please send me your Golden Charter brochure 



TD0203 



NO STAMP REQUIRED 
SEND TO: 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
FUNERAL PLANS 
FREEPOST SC05870 
GLASGOW 
G61 2WY 



MEMBER OF THE 



FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 







THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2003 



15 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Advertising 




OOL 



Boys and girls 7-18 years 
Small classes 1 

New classrooms/Musie School/Sixth Form Centre 

Individual needs ||tered for 

Scholarships available 

Bus routes to suffounding areas 

Visitors welcomlby appointment 



For more information, pease call the Registrar, 
Mrs. Timms on 01993 703921. 
Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 7PU 



Cokethorpe School 



Shortly after taking up my position 
as Headmaster of Cokethorpe 
School, the Secretary of State for 
Education resigned. 

I do not think the two events are 
connected. However, like her I find the 
politics of .education bewildering. It is 
much easier for me at the opposite end 
of things. My lot is the day to day 
running of a school, not the problem to 
crisis running of an education system. 

For me it is simple, I concern myself with 
what is best for the school and the 
school’s pupils. 

What do we want for our children?. 
Firstly, I believe as a parent myself, that 
we want our children to mature into 
considerate, caring adults that can 
shoulder the responsibilities of 
citizenship, work and nurturing the next 
younger generation into adulthood. * 
Secondly, we want them to be good 
people and we would like them to be 
gifted, talented and clever, but in the 
absence of genius and great virtue we 
would like them to be diligent, 
conscientious, pleasant and likeable in 
their ways. 

As a parent, I can see at a glance that 
most of these attributes that we wish on 
our children are not the 
accomplishments one first learns at 
school. These should start and end in the 
home, where, if possible, the child learns 
from the example good, bad or 
indifferent, of others, their instruction 
and counsel. 

The school can and must uphold these 
principles that good parents and 
guardians are at pains to teach and instill 



Advertisement 
Feature 

in their children, yet again leading by 
example, building on the groundwork 
already laid down. “Let us start at the 
beginning” is a phrase that goes hand in 
hand with teaching. Those first early 
years are filled with the beginnings of 
reading, writing, expressions of thought 
and feeling, art and creativity, the ability 
to respond, not only to fellow classmates 
but to teachers and helpers in a positive, 
co-operative manner. Starting at the 
beginning is essential fir the 
mathematician of the future, for if basic 
principles are not grasped at the start, 
incomprehension can lead to disinterest 
and boredom and the world loses a 
potential Isaac Newton. 

Any story is best begun at the beginning. 
Understand what happens first and you 
are prepared for what occurs next. This 
to my mind is education. One cannot 
build a tower without first providing the 
correct foundation and the early years of 
schooling are where those foundations 
are laid. Keep the interest of the child 
and anything is possible. Make discovery 
exciting and young minds will follow 
willingly. Even if much that has been said 
about schooling is repeated so often and 
regularly that anyone who feels a passion 
for the subject cannot open his mouth 
without spewing educational platitudes 
down his chin, I still feel the urge to 
propound these same obvious truths 
because we always seem to get our 
priorities wrong. 
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The JFawthorns 

The Hawthorn's managers celebrate second anniversary 



The Hawthorns , a gracious retirement 
living facility on the sea front at 
Clevedon, is pleased to announce the 
second anniversary of their managers. 

Terry and Marie Marshall, a husband and wife 
team originally from California, are celebrating 
their second anniversary at The Hawthorns. 
They had been working for The Hawthorn's 
parent company, Holiday Retirement Corp., as 
managers when the opportunity to come to 
England was offered. "We had never been to 
England before and it seemed like an exciting 
opportunity so we said yes. We had no idea 
the facility was so beautifully located until the 
moment we arrived", they said in a recent 
interview. "The gardens and the sea front 
promenade all encourage our residents to 
enjoy daily walks". 

When asked about the difference between the 
retirement facilities here in the UK and the 
United States or Canada they said that there is 
a little difference. "People have the same 
needs, wants and even fears all over the 
world", replied the couple, "as we get older 
sometimes it becomes a bit difficult managing 
the house and garden. Or maybe after cooking 
and cleaning for 50 years it is nice to have 
someone else do it. We are all afraid of losing 
our independence, of giving control of our 
lives to someone else, but living at The 
Hawthorns enables our residents to maintain 
control over their lives and be independent 
with a bit of help. It is the support services 
that we offer that our residents really 
appreciate. These include three meals everyday 
in our lovely dining room overlooking the 
Bristol Channel, the weekly housekeeping 
which even includes linens and towels, the full 
time maintenance man to take care of 
maintenance problems, the coach that goes 
out regularly for local shopping and 
appointments, as well as half day and full day 
trips to interesting and entertaining spots. 

That is one advantage we have here over our 
facilities at the home; there are so many 



wonderful places to visit, National Trust 
houses and gardens, our monthly pub crawl 
and tea trail! 

TO BUY OR RENT? 

Another advantage we have that enables our 
residents to stay in control is that it is a rental 
situation. There is no lease to sign, It is 
month to month . without having to commit 
large amounts of capital or a set time period 
residents can easily move their needs or desires 
should change suddenly. 

What does the rent include? Well, just about 
everything. Utilities, 3 meals every single day 
in the dining room, weekly housekeeping, 
council tax, cable TV, activities, use of the 
coach for transportation. Also live in 
managers; two couples who actually live on 
the property and are on call 24 hours for 
emergencies. Each apartment is equipped with 
an in house telephone system that 
encompasses the emergency system. It might 
be easier to list what the rent does not include. 
It does not include personal telephone bills , 
and does not include T.V license, nor does it 
include any medical care. 

We would like to extend an invitation to the 
readers of this publication to come and see 
what gracious retirement living is all about. 
And the best way to do that is to arrange a 
tour and be our guests for lunch. To make 
convenient arrangements just give us a call. 

We are here every day and would be glad to 
show what living at The Hawthorns is all 
about. Our details are: 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset BS21 7EH. 

Telephone: 01275 790060. 

Or you can visit our website at: 
www.thehawthorns.uk.com 



'££2 18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 

7 he l iuivt horns Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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THE HARNHILL CENTRE 
OF CHRISTIAN HEALING 



HARNHILL C ENTRE 

OP CHRISTIAN HEALING VV6 OffBC 

• Prayer Ministry at our healing weeks and 
weekends. 

• Training courses in the healing ministry. 

• Refreshment weekends with speakers. 

• A restful place in the Cotswolds. 

“a quiet place, giving God time” 

Contact: The Harnhill Centre, Cirencester, Glos GL7 5PX 
Tel: 01285 850283 Fax: 01285 850519 
E-mail: office@harnhillcentre.org.uk 
Web: www.harnhillcentre.org.uk 

Affiliated to the Association of Christian Counsellors 




STCOLUMBAS 

HOUSE 

MAYBURY HILL, WOKING, SURREY GU22 8AB 
TELEPHONE 01483 766498 FAX 01483 740441 
E-MAIL: retreats@st.columba.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 240675 

RETREATS SC QUIET DAYS 2003 

February 9 Getting ready for Lent 
- Seminar St Workshops 
February 26 The Shocking Truth Behind the Psalms 
- Seminar and Reflection - Simon Brook 
March 28-30 The Desert Fathers 

- Traditional preached retreat - Fr. Pip Beavan 
April 17 - 20 Easter Triduum liturgy, retreats 8 reflections 

- Shared with the Sisters of The Community of St Peter 

May 6-8 The Lost Art of Leisure 
- Residential or day retreat exploring God St leisure 
June 8 - 13 Come Light up the Fire 

- The Annual St Columba's Week of activities 
June 13-15 A Weekend with progressive Catholics 

- See and hear Catholics for a Changing Church 
June 19 The Bread of Life 8 revolution 

- Corpus Christ Day - Quiet Day St Garden Eucharist 

July 26 From caterpillar to butterfly 
- Why are we so afraid of change? - Fr. Stephen Weaver 
July 27 - August 2 Basic Christian Zen 
- Gebhard Kohler SJ 
August 2 - 7 '.....because you're worth it ' 

- A time of refreshment, primarily intended for women who 
work in residential situations. - Frances Withers 



Launde Ahhe 




Leicesren Diocesan 
RerneaT House and 
Conpenence Cetane 



FEBRUARY 

10th - Launde Stretchers' Quiet Day - open to anyone 
interested in supporting Launde by their prayers. 
Led by the Warden. 

MARCH 

3rd - Friends of Launde Quiet day - open to all. 
Led by the Warden. 

10th - 13th - A Lent Retreat' - led by the Warden. 

APRIL 

14th - 17th - The Holy Week Retreat. 

Led by the Warden. 

18th - 'Good Friday Club' - a family day with all age 
teaching, activities & worship. 

Karen Thomas 8 Launde Abbey team. 

22nd - 27th - Post Easter Break for Families - 
especially designed for clergy families. 

Launde Abbey team to support. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 



Time to be 
Taking time out 



The Christian faith invites us to engage 
with the world: to prepare ourselves for 
service, to show compassion towards 
those in need, and to exercise 
responsible stewardship of the earth. 

Yet often as we grow in awareness of what needs 
to be done and what we ourselves could 
contribute, we find that valuable activity 
squeezes out prayer and reflection. Without our 
noticing, the pressure can grow until we have 




Alton, Hampshire GU34 4AP / 

The Anglican Benedictine Community of 
monks offers a variety of themed retreats 
and study days, in addition to personal 
unguided retreats and quiet days. 

Contact the Guestmaster for 
further details. 

Tel: 01420 562 145 



SI. Au g ustins thurch, Bournemouth 



A pleasing venue for your Quiet Day or 
Parish Away day. Lovely Victorian Church with 
compact lounge/kitchen/cloakroom facilities 

Enquiries to the Parish Office. 

Tel: 01202 294940 Fax: 01202 298202 
Email: office@staugustins.org.uk 
Website: www.staugustins.org.uk 




St DENYS 
RETREAT CENTRE 

An oasis for prayer and peace 



A running stream and large gardens enclose this 
quiet, comfortable eighteenth-century house with its 
own chapel. We welcome: 

• Church groups 

• Residential Workshops and Conferences 

• Private retreatants 

• Space available on the following retreats: 

Prepare for lent - Retreat for all in ministry 
with Revd Canon John Tyers 
Walk into Quietness - Drop-in days or 
residential. CSD Sisters' Team 
Lent retreat with Sister Helen Julian CSF 
(European Minister Provincial) 

Live for a Change: Opportunity to explore 
God's call to you with Francis & Elizabeth Dewar 
CLOUDS family Programme 
Beyond our Horizons: losing our fear to step 
outside self-imposed margins. Sr Hannah 
Holy Week Retreat - led by Sr Elizabeth Mary CSD 
CLOUDS Staff Trainees 

"Duty: Desire or Delight" explore our approach to 
God, and God to us, led by Wanda Nash 
CLOUDS Family Programme 
Open Retreat - Contemplative Prayer 
Preached Retreat led by Rev Phillip Allen 
Preached Retreat led by Fr. Nicholas Stebbing CR 
Freedom in Prayer. Our God-given differences of 
personality & Prayer led by Dr Ruth Fowke 
Standing on Holy Ground: connections between 
our inner journey and holiness. 

Led by Canon Barbara Doubtfire 
An opportunity to reflect on our own responses to God's 
challenges as individuals and as his community. 

Further information from: 

The Warden, Ivy House, 

2 Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8PG 

Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 

Registered Charity No. 233026 
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SPREADING THE WORD 

CHRISTIAN 

PUBLICATIONS 

See our feature in the 
March Edition 

Advertisers 
please call: 

01527 892945 

To use this feature to 
promote your business 




□□liege of the Halq Spirit 
millpart, Isle of Cumbrae 

Holiday and Retreat House situated on 
the Isle of Cumbrae and attached to the 
Cathedral of The Isles, Britain’s 
smallest Cathedral. Open throughout 
the year to church groups and 
individuals for holidays, retreats. 

church weekends etc.. 

Retreats for 2003 include Pentecost Retreat with Anne Hibbert 
(BRF), Clowning and Story-telling with Sandra Pollerman, 
Marriage Refreshment Weekend and Advent Retreat. Further 
information, including full retreat programme for 2003, 
available from: 

The Warden, The College, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 

Tel: 01475 530353 Fax: 01475 530204 

Email : tecum brae @ argy ll.anglican.org 

Registered Charity No. SC02328I 







Shallowford 

House 



Set in the heart of 
picturesque Staffordshire 
A Christian Centre for Spiritual renewal, refreshment and relaxation 

Approved Disabled Facilities, with wheelchair and special diets available 

OPEN PROGRAMME 2003 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre 

4th - llth August 2003 £210 “Pai n tin g < ft P r ay e r ” 

A whole week of relaxation, reflection, recreation and renewal 
(a C.A.R.M. retreat) Led by 

Chaplain: Revd. Clifford Jobson T\itor : Dr. Margaret Wilson 
10th - 12th October 2003 £85 “Healine in the Church " 
Explore ways of bringing healing and wholeness to those around us. 
Led by Revd. Roger and Sally Vaughan 
31st October - 2nd November 2003 £85 “Look & Listen 
Jesu s, The Word M a de Fle sh I n M usic and Pointing! ' 

An acoustic and visual Retreat, through the Church's Year 
Led by The RL Revd. Christopher Hill Bishop of Stafford 
and Revd. Adrian Daffern 
Precentor (designate) of Coventry Cathedral 
10th - 14th November 2003 £165 Individually Given Retreat 
A time apart to meet God in silence and stillness 
Led by Revd. Mark Moreton and Irene Vickers 
For further information on any of the above please contact The Warden: 

Tel. 01785 760233 

email warden@shallowfordhouse.freeserve.co.uk 

Web http://www.lichfield.anglican.can.org/shallow/index.htm 
Registered Charity No. 250157 




• Ecumenical 
Programme of 
Retreats and 
Workshops 

• Perfect venue for 
Restoration and 
Re-discovert 



For more details contact: Paul Chambers 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: lescotils@aol.com website: www.lescotils.com 



SHELL COTTAGE 

Situated a few yards from the water’s 
edge in a beautiful Cornish fishing cove, 

Shell Cottage provides an idyllic location 
for private or parish retreats, sabbatical 
breaks, quiet days or simply space for 
much needed rest and prayer. 

Although principally catering for those in the 
ordained ministry, Shell Cottage is a place 
where all Christians can come for physical and 
spiritual refreshment 

Shell Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, nr Penzance, 
Cornwall TR19 6HJ. Tel: 01736 810659 

Rooms: 2 single 2 twin, large communal room suitable 
for 18 people for quiet days, study groups, etc., 
small prayer oratory. 

Ideal for cell groups or small groups of up to six. Individual 
retreatants welcome. 

Regular led quiet days thoughout the year. 

Contact: Bridget Hugh-Jones 

E-mail: bridget@shellcottage.net 
www.shellcottage.net 




Community of St Mary the Viigin 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire 
0X12 9DJ 

01235 760170 



Rooms 10 single, 1 twin. 1 ground floor single 
room with facilities for the disabled. C of E. 

Notes We welcome those who wish to spend 
time in rest, retreat and silence within the setting 
of a religious community. Our particular empha- 
sis is on hospitality to individuals. Where request- 
ed, we try to arrange individual guidance. We 
are also able to accommodate a small number of 
groups for retreats and quiet days. At the centre 
of our daily life is the celebration of the Eucharist 
and the saying of the Office. Guests are very wel- 
come to share in these if they wish. 

Contact The Guest Sisters 



become stressed and weary, and commitments 
that once excited us have become a burden. 

The many demands on us can make it hard to set 
aside time daily when we can escape from the 
bulging diary and the insistent telephone. Doing 
so may be hardest of all for those who care for 
others. Perhaps we are fortunate in having 
friends we can turn to for relaxation and 
support, and perhaps sometimes we need 
someone to take care of us. At times we may also 
need professional support in the form of 
counselling or therapy. Or perhaps we simply 
need time alone, to unwind, to do nothing, to 
catch up with ourselves; to read, to paint, to 
think, to feel. Time to look backward and 
forward, to speak and to listen, to celebrate and 
to mourn, to lay things down and to take up new 
challenges. Time to pray, and to think about our 
lives and our relationship with God. 

Most retreats are largely, or entirely, in silence: 
the people making the retreat do not talk with 
each other. Despite the lack of conservation, 
however, there can be deep sense of 
companionship. At mealtimes there is usually 
music. 

Silence allows each person to go deeper in their 
reflections: to grow more and more attentive and 
receptive to the Spirit speaking within. In our 
busy, noisy world this can be a relief and a joy. 
Sometimes, though, it can also be uncomfortable: 
you may become aware of matters or feelings 
that you have been too busy to attend to. 

Before committing yourself to a retreat for the 
first time, you may like 
to try out a shorter 
period of silence, 
perhaps by attending a 
quiet day. If at any 
time on a retreat you 
feel weighed down by 
your reflections, recall 
God's love for you, 
remember too that 
members of the group 
are praying for one 
another, and feel free 
to arrange to talk with 
the retreat leader. 

On a group retreat 
there will be periods of 
worship together. 
Juxtaposed with the 
solitude of silence, 
worship can bring a 
great sense of unity 
and a mutual care and 
support. 

A copy of Retreats 2003 
can be obtained from 
the Retreat Association 
at a cost of £5.50 incl 

p&p- 

For further detaib 
contact: 

The Retreat Association, 
The Central Hall, 256 
Bermondsey Street, 
London SE1 3UJ 
Tel: 020-7357 7736 
Email: 

info@retreats.org.uk 



• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 

COTILS 
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OLD ALRESFORD PLACE is a 
comfortable Georgian house that 
sits deep in the heart of the 
Hampshire countryside and yet 
within easy reach of the motorway 
network and train stations in the 
cities of Winchester, Salisbury, 
Southampton and London. 

A former Rectory, it has been a retreat 
conference and training centre since 
1964, and is a registered charity This 
much loved, traditional retreat house, 
set amid beautiful gardens, offers indi- 
viduals and groups the opportunity for 
reflection and personal growth and 
refreshment in a welcoming and 
Christian atmosphere. Our friendly and 
helpful staff welcome people of all ages 
and faiths and none. 

OLD ALRESFORD PLACE, home of Mary 
Sumner for 34 years and birthplace of 
the Mothers Union in 1876, is a comfort- 



Littledale Hall 

A Place to Retreat to Advance 

Enjoy your retreat time on a private country estate 

• Warm hospitality/log fires • En suite bed-sitting rooms 
• Central heating • Home cooked food 
• Beautiful grounds/river • Group/individual bookings 
• ACC affiliated/listening ear 

‘Lost dreams’ retreat - based on the book “Sacred Romance” 

Littledale Trust, Littledale Hall 
nr Lancaster LA2 9EY 

Tel: 01524 770266 Fax: 01524 771553 

email: littledale@compuserve.com 
www.doveuk.com/littledale 



The Centre for Reflection 
at Aston Tirrold 

A rural retreat within easy reach of 
Reading and Oxford 
Quiet space to come close to God 

Groups and individuals welcome 

Further information from Becky Fisher 01235 847270 

Registered Charity No's. XN29490 & X1970A 




RETREATS 2003 

‘Journey Through Scripture’ 

Canon Russell Bowman Eadie 
‘Jesus’ ways with Overload 
Wanda Nash 

Holy Week and Easter Retreat 

Women Exploring 2nd Half of Life 

Sheila Ward & Rosemary Ward 

Calligraphy and Prayer 

Su Moor & Revd. Trevor & Mary Beedell 

Summer Retreat 

Revd. David Howell 

Painting and Prayer 

Ann Pack & Revd. Roy Hubbard 

‘Spirituality on Screen’ 

Canon John Bowes 
Clergy Pre-Advent Retreat 
The Rt. Revd. David Rossdale 
2 ‘Eternal Echoes’ 

Revd. David Hastings 
Christmas House Party 



Feb. 14-16 

Mar. 3-7 

April. 13-20 
May. 12-15 

May. 19-23 

June. 9-12 

Aug. 11-18 

Sept. 15-18 

Nov. 24-28 

Nov. 28-Dec. 

Dec. 23-27 

Above is a brief taster of events at Abbey House. 

For full information and this years’ folder please contact: 
The Warden, Abbey House, Chilkwell Street, Glastonbury, 
Somerset BA6 8DH 

Telephone: 01485 831112 



Old Alresford Place 



able venue. As a residential centre it 
offers time away for retreats, work- 
shops, training, quiet days, parish week- 
ends and family events, such as wedding 
receptions, baptism parties and dinners. 
OLD ALRESFORD PLACE offers comfort- 
able accommodation for up to 47 guests, 
with good conference/retreat/study 
facilities, delicious home cooked food, a 
quiet chapel adaptable to different 
forms of worship, a well stocked library, 
all enjoying a peaceful atmosphere 
amidst five acres of beautiful gardens. 
Our own programme of retreats, drop in 
days and carer's days for 2003 is avail- 
able now, featuring nationally respected 
figures such as Bishop Jim Thompson, 
Wanda Nash and David Scott, to name 
but three. We have an exciting and chal- 
lenging Lent series of days on Women of 
Prayer as well as more traditional 



residential retreats, including a week 
long Ignatian Retreat. 

For further details and booking forms 
please apply to: Caroline Finch, 
Administrator, Old Alresford Place, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH. 

Tel: 01962 732518. 

Fax: 01962 732593. 

Email: old.alresford.placeOdiaLpipex.com 
Or look on our website for a history of 
the house and full details of our current 
work: 

www.old.alresford.place.dial.pipex.com 

You will be most welcome! 




St. Katherine’s. Parmoor 
Henley on Thames 

Community of the Sue Ryder prayer 
Fellowship, Parmoor - an oasis of peace set 
in the rural tranquillity of the Chiltems. In the spirit of 
ecumenism Parmoor welcomes those of all denominations 
and none, for quiet days, day and residential retreats. The 
house is suitable for a variety of uses - please contact! 

Contact: The Warden, Parmoor, Nr Frieth, 

Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN 

Tel: 01494 881037 

Registered Charity No. 1039238 



Community of Hit Ballous 

St Gabriel’s & St Michael’s Retreat and 
Conference Centre 

Beautiful 47 acres on Norfolk/Suffolk border. Ideal 
for individual or group bookings. Full board or 
Self-catering. Beautiful gardens, tennis courts, a 
variety of animals and an open-air swimming pool 
available in the summer months. 
Residential and Non-Residential groups catered for 

Mid-week reductions available 
8 programme of themed retreats throughout the year 
All Hallows Convent, Ditchingham 
Bungay, Suffolk NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 Fax: 01986 895838 

secretarv@allhallowsconvent.fsbusiness.co.uk 
Anglican Community open to all - a registered charity 



Hie Cenacle 



48 Victoria Road, Netley 
Abbey, Southampton 
S031 5DQ 

Tel: 023 8045 3718 

e-mail: 

cenacle, netley ©virgin . net 

• Available for individually 
guided and private 
retreats throughout the 
year 

• 30 day Spiritual Exercises 
can be arranged any time 
of the year 

• silence throughout the 
house 

• all welcome regardless of 
denomination or religion 

• small and homely house 

• predominantly organic 
food 

• all six bedrooms en-suite 

• situated in ideal location 

• also offer Spiritual 
Direction, Counselling, 
19th Annotation Retreats 



□fTa house 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House 
and Conference Centre 

Offchurch, nr Leamington Spa, CV33 9AS. 

Tel: 01926 423309 

E mail offahouse@btconnect.com 
Web Site www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

Offa House is a delightful venue for 
retreats, conferences and quiet days set 
in the Warwickshire countryside 

2003 Programme January to August 

Fri 7 - Sun 9 Mar Lent Retreat "Fire and Flow: 
Celtic Insights into Prayer" with Ray Simpson £75 

Fri 9 - Sun 1 1 May Enneagram Weekend with 
Sr Elizabeth McNulty £75 

Fri 23 - Sun 25 May Retreat 'Recovering the 
Rhythm" with Rev Andrew De Smet £70 

Thur 31 July - Tues 5 Aug Individually Guided 
Retreat 2,3 or 5 days with Tina Lamb, Jessie 
Spreadbury & Rev Andrew De Smet £73-£175 

Thur 21 - Thur 28 Aug Painting and Prayer 
Retreat with Claire Kibbler & Rev Judith Weston 
£255 

Also monthly quiet days, spirituality 
workshops and pastoral care and self 
development workshops, write, phone or 
e-mail or see web site for details 



Advertisement 

Feature 



In need of rest, refreshment 
and renewal? 

Retreat House standing in 
beautiful, spacious grounds, 
offers comfortable 
accommodation in informal 
family atmosphere with home 
cooking a speciality. Short 
evening devotions, team 
members available for 
prayer if requested. 
Stamp for brochure to: 
Stanton House, Stanton St 
John, Oxford 0X33 1HF 
Tel: 01865 358807 

Email: office@stantonhouse.fsnet.co.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 275205 



Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 
7 February, Friday 10.30am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - "Lead me Lord" 

14 - 16 February, Fri 7pm - Sun 4pm 
Healing Retreat - "The Lord , My Light" 

22 February, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
"Healing Dashed Hopes and Shattered Dreams" 
Led by author Christine Ledger 
1 March, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Teaching Day - "Facing Failure" 

Led by author Russ Parker 
7 March, Friday 10am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - "Water of Life" 

14 - 16 March, Friday 7pm - Sunday 4pm 
Healing Retreat - "The Lord My Healer" 

22 March, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Teaching Day - "With Sword and Trowel" 
Led by author John Woolmer 
4 April, Friday 10am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - "Lord of all Hopefulness" 
Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching, worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to God 
For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on. 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 




Sheldon 





Resources open to everyone 
Westcountry Pilgrimage: 10-16/8 
Reading Weeks: 1 6-2 1/2, 23-28/11 
Massage skills: 13-14/10 Quiet Days .5/3,22/10 
Enneagram: 11-13/11 Myers Briggs Basic: 15-16/10 
Quiet Weeks: 2-7/3, 19-24/10 Retreats: 10-14/3, 1-5/12 

Specialty resources for cferyy and/or spouses: 
12,000-mile Services:4-9/5, 5-10/10, 2-7/11 Family Holiday 
Week 3-9/8, Linhay lodges available throughout the year. 

Parish ancfjamify groups - self catering: 

New Courtyard facilities now available. Suit 10-45 people. 



The Society of Mary and Martha 

Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter EX6 7LE 
01647-252752 reg ch 327394 
smm@sheldon.uk.com www.sheldon.uk.com 




Old Alresford Place 

A warm welcome awaits you at 

The Winchester Retreat and Conference Centre 

www.old.alresford.place.dial.pipex.com 

This comfortable Georgian former Rectory in the heart of the 
Hampshire countryside offers an ideal setting for: 

• quiet times away or organised retreats 

• training events, parish weekends or away days 

• family celebrations including wedding 
receptions, baptism parties and dinners 

We offer a gracious house in beautiful grounds, quiet chapel, 
excellent food and fuN license, conference facilities, and 
accommodation for up to 47 resident guests. 

Our programme of retreats is available now. It includes “drop in” and 
carers’ days, a Lent series of days on Women of Prayer, an IGR, 
and retreats led by Wanda Nash, David Scott, Brian Pickett, 

Dorn Nicholas Seymour, Bishops Jim Thompson, John Dennis, 

Bill Ind, Leslie Lloyd Rees and Trevor Willmot, and others. 

Book now! All enquiries to the Administrator, Old Alresford Place, 
Alresford, Hants S024 9DH. 

Tel: 01 962 73251 8 Fax: 01 962 732593 

Email: old.alresford.place@dial.pipex.com Registered Charity No. 1065509 
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Operation angels of Watlington 

Jo Clayton tells how, with God's help, she and a group of volunteers achieved the impossible and filled, packed and stored more than 5000 shoe- 
boxes full of gifts for children before they were transported by lorry to Hungary in the Operation Christmas Child project. 



A bitter wind howled on 8 
December as 338 cartons con- 
taining 5651 gift-filled shoe- 
boxes were loaded onto a lorry 
bound for Budapest in 
Hungary for distribution to 
needy children there. 

All the workers were volunteers 
from Watlington in Oxfordshire 
where the shoe-boxes were pack- 
aged during November and early 
December in a warehouse donat- 
ed by Eraldo Guarino of Planet 
Machine Tools Limited. The 
project was part of Operation 
Christmas Child run by the 
Samaritan’s Purse charity. 

Idea with momentum 

I first heard about Christmas 
shoe-boxes four years ago 
through Jessica and Lily, two 
class mates of my daughter I 
thoroughly enjoyed finding toys, 
warm hats or gloves to fill four 
boxes and topping them up with 
sweets, paper; pens, toiletries and 
crayons. The next year I asked if 
we might include the Scout 
Group and as a Beaver Scout 
leader was involved with 40 
boxes. That year a Beaver Scout’s 
mother; another Jo, was keen to 
find out what happened to our 
boxes next. She and Jessica’s 
mother; Sabine, took all our shoe 
boxes to an Operations Christ 
Child warehouse in Evesham 
and returned eager to set up our 
own processing depot. 




MISSION ACCOMPLISHED Pictured in the lorry, on the eve of its 
departure to Hungary, with some of the 5000 shoe-boxes, is Jo Clayton 
(back row third from left) and some of her helpers including her hus- 
band, Adam (extreme right) Next to him is Eraldo Guarino who provided 
the warehouse and in the middle is Jessica Adams, whose mother first brought 
the idea of Operation Christmas Child to Watlington. Photograph: Mike Fear 



In 2001, after much agonising, I 
ended up with the title of 
‘Operation Christmas Child 
Area Rep’ and was involved with 
690 shoe boxes but I did not 
have the confidence to publicise 
what was happening: it felt safer 
to work with trusted friends. 

The circle of prayer 

But last year I felt we might grow 
a bit although I still couldn’t visu- 
alise more than 1500 boxes. The 
first major hurdle was space to 
process them. I asked all the 
home groups from my church (St 
Leonard’s Watlington). I prayed 



myself but the only answer I ever 
saw was a ring of people praying. 
Part of me wanted to chicken out 
but I thought I had better do 
something so I had a look round 
the Watlington Trading Estate 
and jotted down a few numbers 
displayed outside empty proper- 
ties. The first call I made was 
answered by Ruth, a member of 
St Edmund Campion RC 
Church in Watlington who 
promised to find a suitable place 
for us. Just when I began to feel 
nothing would happen, Mr 
Guarino offered us free use of a 
perfect warehouse. I began to feel 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 





National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and { many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

Sfc-^Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 
hC&WL .com 
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PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORICAL 
POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRTTUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE. 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG.U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



IMPROVE YOUR SINGING 

Experienced singing teacher, 
just moved to East Hendred, 
seeks pupils, both beginners 
and more advanced. 

Telephone: 01235 821509 



theChristian 


For a FREE copy of this 
quarterly journal send your 
name and address to: 


COUNSELLOR 


‘a unique forum for the discussion of counselling 
problems within a Biblical context’ 

Rev Selwyn Hughes, CWR, Waverley Abbey 

‘a valuable resource in counselling and care’ 

Rev Russ Parker, Acorn Christian Healing Trust 


The Christian Counsellor, 

PO Box 2667, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN2I IRY, 
phone: 01 323 647195 
or e-mail: freesample@ 
christiancounsellor.com 



Watches Wanted 

Cents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Cold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
!Ne also buy 
Call: 

02088884725 



How would YOU 
manage without your 
Christian books? 




Millions of Christians 
don’t have books. 

Christians in poor countries gather for 
worship but have no hymn or prayer 
books. They gather for Bible study but 
have no study guides. Their clergy and 
lay leaders preach and teach without the 
help of books. SPCK Worldwide supports 
hundreds of local Christian literature 
projects in the language and culture of 
the people. 

Will YOU help? 

To make a real difference send your 
donation, together with this coupon, to: 

SPCK Worldwide, 

Freepost, London NW1 1 DU 



Revd/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 



Address 






Postcode 


1 enclose a donation of ] £ 


1 (cheque payable to SPCK Worldwide) 


1 am a UK taxpayer. Please reclaim tax (please tick) 


Please send me more information | 


Receipt not required | [ 


Signature 


Date 



RCN 231144 



FINE 2 MANUAL 

TRACKER ORGAN 
J.W. WALKER 

CIRCA i860 
13 SPEAKING STOPS 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 
Width: 2.7m (106 ") 
Depth: 2.5m (100 *1 
Height: 3.7m (146") 
OFFERS INVITED 
Apply Box No 26, 

Cross Publications 
1242a Evesham Road, Astwood 
Bank, Redditch, Worcs B96 6AA 



SINGLE AND CHRISTIAN? 

New friends through 
penfriendship, holidays, 
meet-ups etc. Quarterly 
magazine. All ages. 

All areas. 
Brochures from:- 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP. 

Dept 202, Bawtry Hall, 
Doncaster DN10 6JH 

Tel: 01 302 711007 

Email: cff@lineone.net 
www.c-f-f.co.uk 



what it was like to walk on waten 
Now the only thing to do was to 
fill it up with shoe-boxes! I was 
terrified when John, the charity’s 
manager, suggested the figure of 
5000. 1 knew that it was a phys- 
ical impossibility for me to han- 
dle that number personally. I had 
to take a leap of faith, go public 
and let God take over 

The picture of the ring of prayer 
would not go away and I asked 
my rectoi; Christopher; to lead a 
prayer meeting in the way I pic- 
tured. He was brilliant and we 
prayed specifically for protection 
from every form of danger We 
also asked God to send a 
guardian angel to protect each 
shoe-box on its journey from an 
English home to a child abroad. 

Footprints in the sand 

I still don’t know how the co- 
ordination of collecting in shoe 
boxes from many Oxfordshire 
schools, churches and other 
groups and the manning of a 
busy warehouse for five weeks, 
happened. Only God has the 
answer but I am beginning to 
understand the poem about 
‘footprints in the sand’. I used to 
stagger exhausted to the ware- 
house but when I opened the 
door I found that the presence of 
all those angels was almost tangi- 
ble. I was daily lifted up from all 
my human weaknesses. 

Many volunteers came forward 



and I was privileged to meet 
some wonderfully generous peo- 
ple. Some were complete 
strangers and some local, clever 
people whom I would normally 
look up to. I saw real forgiveness 
in action when I snapped or got 
too bossy and knew Jesus was 
right there beside me. 

And even when He seemed a 
long way off and I was weeping 
under the covers at night, con- 
vinced I could cope no longer; 
God had provided the most 
wonderfully comforting arms to 
hold me. I certainly could not 
have managed without my hus- 
band, Adam, or my mother who 
worked tirelessly in the back- 
ground completing those little 
tasks for which I had no time. 

All the prayers were answered: 
a suitable space was given and 
the warehouse with its precious 
contents and workers was kept 
warm and safe. Able volunteers 
turned up at the right times and 
with the help of the press beauti- 
ful gifts were donated as needed 
thus enabling as many shoe- 
boxes as possible to be filled and 
packaged for Christmas - nearly 
ten times more than last yean 

What more can be said? WOW 
Isn’t God wonderful. Thank 
you! Thank you! Thank you! 



You can contact Jo Clayton about 
Operation Christmas Child for 2003 
on 01491 612210. 




Ten out of ten for singing but French needs attention! 



New Year in Paris 
in Taize style 

ON 27 December, six young 
people from the Oxford Diocese 
travelled to Paris to take part 
in the 25th European Meeting 
hosted by the Taize community. 
They are pictured below left. 

We were joined by 80,000 
young people (about 200 from 
Britain), some of whom had 
travelled for days to be there. 
We all stayed in Parisian 
parishes, accommodated in 
families or in school halls. 

The mornings were spent in 
the parishes, where there was 
worship and discussion groups, 
and in the afternoons we did 
'the tourist thing', with the 
result that the queues for the 
Eiffel Tower were very long! 

In the evening we ate with 
thousands of others at the exhi- 
bition centre which Taize had 
taken over. Then we met for 
evening worship to hear 
Brother Roger's meditations 
and experience the wonderful 
TaizS services. Considering they 
had started with a huge empty 
sports hall, the atmosphere 
achieved through simple decora- 
tion and candles was incredible. 

* Sunday school cabaret 
New Year's Eve was spent in 
the parishes, where evening vig- 
ils coincided with the turn of 
the Year, and then a party for 
the parish and all the young 
people. The highlight was when 
each nationality did a small 
sketch, and our group taught 
the whole parish the Sunday 
school song 'Father Abraham', 
and then got an encore! We felt 
the success made up a little for 
our terrible language skills! 

The meeting was very differ- 
ent from our summer pilgrim- 
ages to Taize itself. However, n. 
the welcome we received was 
amazing. It was humbling to 
realise how much the British 
were in the minority but fan- 
tastic to be part of such a 
large worshipping community. 

Anna Rutherford 

Anna attends St Peter's Church, Caversham. She 
has been to Taize three times with groups from 
the Oxford Diocese. Currently on a Gap year 
before university, she hopes to spend four months 
in Uganda as a volunteer later this year. 



Romantic pudding for St Valentine’s Day by cookery writer Ann Way 



THIS month includes St 
Valentine’s day - 14 February 
- with hearts and flowers. So 
I decided to do some research 
into the origins of this saint 
and discovered some interest- 
ing history. 

A far back as the third century 
they celebrated a Roman feast 
day on 14 February linked with 
the names of two legendary 
saints, who became martyrs for 
their Christian faith. One was a 
physician who was persecuted 
by the Emperor Claudius II was 
burned on the Via Flaminica in 
Rome where Pope Julius I 
reportedly built a basilica over 
his grave. The other, St 
Valentine, Bishop of Temi in 
Italy, was also martyred in 
Rome but his remains were 
returned to Temi. It is possible 
that there are different versions 
of one original. St Valentine's 
Day as a lovers’ festival dates 
from at lest the 14th century. 

At this present time much 
excitement, especially among 
the young, is watching for the 
postman and hoping that spe- 
cial card will be delivered. But 
let us all enjoy a touch of 
romance with a lovely edible 
Valentine pudding. I am mak- 
ing a heart-shaped cheesecake 
because I happen to have a cou- 
ple of heart-shaped cake tins 



but if you have a round tinfoil 
pie tin you can pinch it into a 
suitable shape easily enough. So 
this is a nice sweet for all the 
family on St Valentine’s Day. 




Ingredients for eight people 

Two cake tins 

1/2 oz castor sugar 

Two 1 pint packets of lemon jelly 

Four tabspns of water 

Two eggs separated 

1/2 pint milk 

Grated rind of two lemons 
Six tabspns lemon juice 
One carton cottage cheese 
(200ml) 

Carton creme fraiche (200 ml) 
Carton Philadelphia cream 
cheese. 

1/4 pint double cream whipped 
An Orange (optional) 



For the crumble base for the 
bottom of the tins 
5 ozs digestive biscuits 
2 ozs sugar 
2 1/2 ozs butter 

Method 

Dissolve the jelly in the four 
tabspns of water in pan over a 
gentle heat or use a microwave. 
Don't let it boil! Then beat the 
egg yolks and the milk and 
pour on to the melted jelly stir- 
ring well. Heat for a few min- 
utes without boiling, add the 
lemon juice and lemon rind and 
cool. Then stir in the cheese (if 
possible blend it in a mixer). 
Whisk the eggs whites stiffly; 
add 1/2 oz of castor sugar and 
whisk again until really stiff. 
Fold into the cheese mixture 
and turn into the crumble based 
tins. Place in freezer; wrapped 
and labelled. 

When ready to use turn out 
onto a plate, thaw at room tem- 
perature and decorate with 
lemon and orange jelly shapes 
or if you are feeling very adven- 
turous make a caramel coating 
with sugar dissolved over a gen- 
tle heat until caramelised and 
add a teaspoon of water and 
stir. Dip skinned orange seg- 
ments into the caramel to coat. 
Place these on the cheese cake. 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Every parish 
should have one! 



HAVING lived 
through and 
survived an 
interregnum 
fairly recently 
and at that 
time waded 
through the 
acres of information and 
advice available, my heart 
sank a little when I was 
asked to review So The 
Vicar’s Leaving: the good 
interregnum guide. I should 
not have worried: this is a 
wonderful little volume that 
takes the worry away and 
leaves you wondering what 
all the fuss was about. 

This book has much to 
recommend it. First it is 
only 50 or so pages long, the 
ideal length for any advice 
book. Next, the advice it 
gives is straightforward and 
concise, with each chapter 
having a clear heading and 
taking you through gently 
from your vicar's announce- 
ment of his/her impending 
departure to greeting your new 

SO THE VICAR’S 
LEAVING 
M. ALEXANDER 
AND J. MARTINEAU 
CANTERBURY £5.99 



vicar on 
arrival. There 
is plenty of 
practical 
advice within 
as well: where 
to get help 
when you 
are vicarless, how to spread 
the extra work load around 
the parish and, probably the 
most important, how to find 
a new vicar. There is also a 
useful list of resources and 
further reading materials at 
the end of the book. Lastly, 
So The Vicar’s Leaving also 
contains many highly amus- 
ing and pertinent cartoons 
by Ron, one of my favourite 
cartoonists who contributes 
regularly to the Church 
Times. 

In short, this is a very user- 
friendly book, highly read- 
able and designed to take the 
stress out of life during an 
interregnum. I would suggest 
that every parish buy a copy, 
put it in a little glass-fronted 
case by the vestry door with 
a hammer hanging below 
and a sign saying ‘In case of 
interregnum, break glass’. 

Simon Salome-Bentley is a mem- 
ber of Leafield Church and works 
in the Bodleian Library, Oxford 





Some useful resources for worship 



The Wine Danced unusually 
uses the wine of the Eu- 
charist, rather than the 
bread, as a basis for medita- 
tions. In the prologue Angela 
Ashwin explains how wine 
‘danced’ as it was poured 
into a chalice by Buzz 
Aldrin, in the low gravity of 
the moon, before the first 
moon walk back in 1969. It 
is a vivid image, and sets the 
scene for the sense of wonder 
and extraordinary gift of our 
Lord’s self-giving, celebrated 
in the Eucharist, that comes 
through this little book. 
Whether the meditations are 
used for personal prayer, or 
as a basis for group worship 
preparation or discussion, 
these brief but rich reflec- 
tions are to be commended. 

This is not a reading book 
but a book for praying, for 
occasions when there is time 
to enter into and ponder the 
gift, and to be open to the 
Spirit’s leading into a deeper 
understanding. After each 
meditation a single sentence 
is offered, a weaving thread, 
to be a reminder as we 
resume daily life and activi- 
ties, or as we enter into wor- 
ship in a communion service. 
It is an excellent resource. 

Present on Earth - worship 
resources on the life of 
Jesus is a resource book for 
ordinary time in the 



Church’s year, to supplement 
the seasonal material of ear- 
lier publications. It is a cre- 
ative and innovative selec- 
tion, as we have come to 
expect of Wild Goose. There 
are various different forms - 
liturgical material, prayers, 
readings, meditations, scripts 
for dramatic presentation, 
and symbolic actions. 
Starting from Bible stories or 
biblical concepts, all have 
the hallmark of a fresh 
approach and relevance, 
being thoroughly applied to 
contemporary experience of 
life. Sometimes this is associ- 
ated with humour, or chal- 
lenging honesty. This would 
be a particularly useful 
resource for those involved 
in planning services, or a 
parish drama group. 

Sounds of the Eternal: a 
Celtic Psalter (Morning 
and Evening Prayer) com- 
bines a Celtic, holistic 
approach to daily prayer, 
with illuminations from 
Hebrew manuscripts, mak- 
ing an attractive and simple 
offering for personal use. Its 
simplicity is both its strength 
and its limitation, for it 
would be too thin in content 
for regular use. It is also 
lacking in explicit reference 
to Christ and the gospel mes- 
sage. Whether this is the 




THE WINE DANCED 
ANGELA ASHWIN 
EAGLE /IVP £7.99 




PRESENT ON 
EARTH 
WILD GOOSE 
WORSHIP GROUP 
WILD GOOSE £14.99 




SOUNDS OF THE 

ETERNAL 

J. PHILIP NEWELL 

CANTERBURY 

£ 9.99 




SOMETHING 
UNDERSTOOD 
ED. BEVERLEY 
MCAINSH 
HODDER £6.99 



result of its intention to be a 
‘Psalter’, or is for other rea- 
sons, it is a real shortcoming. 
However, Philip Newell does 
incorporate some truly 
inspiring prayers, which 
express a real depth of per- 
sonal engagement with God, 
and an awareness of God’s 



intimate relationship with 
his creation, and thus of our 
own source of life and being. 

Something Understood is a 

selection of material from 
Mark Tully’s Radio 4 series 
of the same name. Its pro- 
ducer, Beverley McAinsh, 
has compiled this choice, 
reflecting themes related to 
our understanding of our- 
selves, our human experi- 
ence, our world, and our 
quest to comprehend the 
deeper realities of God and 
what lies beyond our under- 
standing. The sources for 
this quest are not all 
Christian in origin. Indeed it 
is part of Tully’s premise that 
humility makes us open, and 
his experience has been that 
he has been heartened by 
‘people who have escaped 
from reason’s imprisonment, 
gone outside those city walls 
and experienced God’. It is a 
rich resource for poems, 
extracts from books and 
articles t and recorded conver- 
sations, that give evidence of 
an underlying spiritual 
dimension to life, as recog- 
nised by those of many dif- 
ferent traditions. 

The Revd Carolyn Headley is 

Tutor in Liturgy and Spirituality 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 



Some courses for Lent 

New World, Old Faith (York Courses) 

Ecumenical course with Rowan Williams, Joel Edwards, John 
Polkinghorne, and others. Five audio tape sessions (including 
environment & ethics; Church & family in crisis, many faiths, 
spirituality & superstition); introductory material and ques- 
tions for group discussion. Tape £8.95; booklet £2.95. 

York Courses, , PO Box 343 , York Y019 5YB; (01904) 

481 6 7 7; admin@yorkcourses.dara. co. uk 

Unlikely Companions (Children’s Society) 

Take part in an adventure journey, meeting people from our 
own times as well those from the Gospels. Five sessions 
include story, reflection, group work, Bible study, discussions, ideas 
for action. Book £4.95 or download material from the website. 
The Children's Society ; Edward Rudolf House ; Margery St, 
London WClX OJL; www.childrenssociety.org.uk. 

Transforming Futures (Harvest Help) 

Bible studies, prayer, service ideas, children's activities, Lent 
lunch resources, inspired by children from Malawi. Based on 
this overseas development charity's experiences of life for some 
of the world's poorest people in Zambia and Malawi. Free. 
Kevin Lawerence, Harvest Help , 3-4 Old Bakery Row, Wellington, 
Telford TF1 IPS; (01952) 260699; www.harvesthelp.org. 



God acts in response to our prayer 



CHARLIE CLEVERLY is the 

new Rector of St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford, and his 
book gives insights into his 
time in his previous post as 
pastor of a growing inner- 
city Paris church with an 
international congregation. 
Using personal anecdotes, 
several of which reveal his 
own failures and vulnerabili- 
ties, the author writes about 
some of the things that can 
interrupt the discipline of 
prayer and suggests practical 
ways in which it can be 
restored. He does not look 
for simple answers, explor- 
ing the challenge of continu- 
ing to pray through times of 
anxiety, suffering and divine 
silence. 

Basing his book on the fun- 



damental premise that God 
acts in response to the 
prayers of God’s people, 
Charlie writes with passion 
about sustained, prevailing 
intercessory prayer. He 
draws on biblical material, 
such as the Lord’s Prayer and 
Jesus’ great prayer in chapter 
17 of the Gospel of St John, 
as well as on the writings of 
significant people of prayer 
throughout the Church’s his- 
tory, to encourage families to 
pray together, as well as indi- 
vidual and group interces- 
sion for the church, and for 
national and international 
issues. 

In the light of the title, I 
expected more about con- 
templative prayer and the 
practice of the presence of 



God. Intimacy with God in 
this sense is encouraged in 
the context of starting one’s 
prayer times with a worship- 
ful attitude, but the ideas are 
not developed in depth. The 
book has a slightly old-fash- 
ioned feel in places due to the 
use of non-inclusive language. 

This book will be of inter- 
est to those who are new at 
praying and to those whose 
prayer life feels limited or 
jaded. There is a study guide 
at the end of the book, with 



questions relating to each 
chapter, making its content 
useful to home groups as 
well as to individuals. 

The Revd Beren Hartless is 

Principal of the Diocesan 
Ordained Local Ministry Scheme. 



Ark-T Centre+Gallery 
Cowley Road, Oxford 
Exhibition: ‘Exposure’ - 
mixed media paintings and 
photographs by Anna Crook 
& Kate Taylor 
until 26 February 
Mon Tues 12-2. 30pm; Wed 
10am - 4pm; Sat 10am - 12 
noon; other times by appoint- 
ment (01865) 396778/773499; 
e-mail ark-t@can-online.org.uk; 
www.ark-t.org 




THE DISCIPLINE 
OF INTIMACY 
CHARLIE CLEVERLY 
KINGSWAY £7.99 




Our timeless Celtic designs suitable 
Chasubles, altar frontals and copes. 
Commissions are taken to suit most budgets. 

We also offer a full range of cassocks, albs and 
surplices. Catalogue available on request. 



crzoft Design 

2 The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock, Shropshire, 
TF13 6HS. Tel/Fax: 01952 727632 
www.croftdesign.co.uk 



The Strongest 
Link - for Lent 



Advertisement Feature 



TAKE ON SOMETHING I 
NEW FOR GOD - 
THIS LENT! 

A simple Bible reading booklet for 
Lent, prepared by ordinands for 
minimum donation of £2.75 with 
order (£2.50 for multiple copies) 

from: 

Ridley Hall, (OX) Cambridge CB3 9HG 

Registered Charity No. 311456 



Many of us know our enthusiasm for Bible 
reading should be strong yet we find it 
difficult to link it our day-to-day lives. 

This Lent, help is at hand through the initiative of 
the students training as future Ordinands and 
youth ministers at Ridley Hall, Cambridge. The 
community has produced a very readable collec- 
tion of short meditations on Bible passages, one 
for each day of Lent with the theme “We Want to 
Know Christ”. 

It is the second year this training college has 
produced such a booklet. Last year one reader 
said, “There was a wonderful variety of 

input ”, and Archbishop George Carey said, “It 

is of high quality and I hope the students feel 
justifiably pleased with their work.” 

Available for a very modest donation of £2.75 for 
a single copy or £2.50 for multiple copies, the 
2003 booklet should again prove to be a valuable 
way of encouraging small groups and individuals 
to find strong links between Bible reading and 
their day-to-day living. Copies can be obtained 
from Lent Books, Ridley Hall, Cambridge CB3 
9HG. Proceeds will help develop the ministries 
and activities of the college in its task of training 
Christian leaders for the twenty-first century. 
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Your help is needed for 
Romania and Jerusalem! 



Teachers in Romania 
‘COME over into Romania and 
help us/ This is the cry from Fr 
Dan Sandu, Director of the St 
Nicholas Ecumenical Institute 
in Iasi. I spent a fortnight as 
guest of this Orthodox-run 
Institute during my recent sab- 
batical. Set up by his Eminence 
Daniel, the Metropolitan of 
Moldavia and Bucovina, it is 
involved in many levels of activ- 
ity. Fr Dan and his colleagues 
are involved in the training of 
future priests and church work- 
ers, attempting to add an ecu- 
menical dimension to the study 
of doctrine. A visiting Anglican 
priest had his uses here, as well 
as being interviewed for a wider 
audience on Radio Trinitas, the 
24-hour Christian radio station 
run by the Metropolia. There is 
also what Metropolitan Daniel 
calls 'The Ecumenism of 
Charity' which involves the 
Institute in work with older 
people and children, often in 
conjunction with the Students' 
Association from Iasi 
University. 

In a country which is theoret- 
ically 90% Orthodox (theoreti- 
cally because the legacy of 
Communism means that there 
is a great deal of evangelism to 
be done and being done) it is 
quite difficult to be ecumenical. 
So co-operation with partners 
around the world is important. 
For that a knowledge of English 
is essential. So every year the 
Institute runs an English 
Language Training Course for 
church workers from Eastern 
and Central Europe and Mid- 



Asia from a variety of religious 
and cultural backgrounds. 

They are looking for two EFL 
teachers to join them from 
March to May. The students will 
all have at least intermediate 
English. The two teachers will be 
provided with board and lodging 
and a modest allowance of pock- 
et money. (The Institute is not 
rich but a little can go a long way 
in Romania.) Iasi is a beautiful 
city and anyone who goes will 
find a church with great vitality 
and a friendly welcome. 

You can get in touch with Fr 
Sandu by e-mail (iecum 
©mail. dntis.ro) or I can fill in 
some details (01753 865185). 

Others could also help if they 
could find two-week placements 
in this country for social work 
students in hospices or projects 
with old/young people. 

Ian Randall, Rector of Clewer 



Medical aid for children 

THE International Christian 
charity Bible Lands, based in 
High Wycombe and publishers 
of the well known carol sheet, 
have launched a one-off appeal 
to raise at least £50,000 to 
provide equipment and medical 
staff for The Spafford Centre, a 
clinic in Jerusalem that spe- 
cialises in caring holistically for 
mothers-to-be and mothers 
with young babies and children. 
The money will provide medical 
equipment, medicines, baby milk 
and essential vaccinations. They 
also need a trained counsellor to 
support those worst affected by 
the political and military upheaval. 
Contact BiUe Lands on 0149489795a 




World's first farirfy traded pineapple* 



The Co-op has just switched all its pineapples to Fairtrade. This is another 
first for the Society and AgroFair UK, a firm with ecumenical roots owned by 
the growers. Together they brought the first fairtrade bananas into the U K in 
2000 and mangoes in 2001. The pineapples will carry Oke and Co-op labels. 



Bible comes to life in Eynsham 





Pictures from top left clockwise Joseph 
working in a temporary carpenter’s shop on a 
porch roof; local ordained minister John 
Underwood and his wife Mary built this very 
professional-looking figure on a wooden 
frame, using chicken wire and papier mache.lt 
is based on Zechariah’s prophecy (chapter 9:9) 
of Jesus riding into Jerusalem; surrounded by 
a heavenly host of angels who sensibly 
brought their umbrellas to keep off the rain, 
e (I to r) Madelene (5), Martha (3) and Lily 
(7) Page with Helen Greenwood. Helen, her sis- 
ters and her father made the angels whose 
clue was ‘heavenlyhostxom’ Photos: Frank Blackwell 



JESUS rode into Eynsham 
on a donkey at the begin- 
ning of Advent and took up 
residence in a front garden 
until New Year's Eve. The 
life-sized model of Jesus 
riding into Jerusalem was 
one of a 20 life-size figures 
from the Bible made for an 
Advent Trail by local 
church families in this small 
Oxfordshire town. Many 
like Joseph, Mary and 
Herod had Christmas con- 
nections but also there were 
King David, Isaiah and 
heavenly host of angels 
complete with very beauti- 



ful umbrellas. 

Visitors were invited to 
buy a map and a list of 
clues to the trail for £l and 
there was a Christmas ham- 
per for the first set of win- 
ning answers drawn. On 
the opening weekend a 
Stable Cafe opened on the 
square, offering free hot 
drinks and mince pies. 

The idea for the Advent 
Trail came to Clare Page, a 
churchwarden at St 
Leonard’s Eynsham after 
she and her family had 
enjoyed walking a 
Scarecrow Trail in 



Wiltshire. She discussed it 
on a parish weekend and in 
October people got down 
to work. ‘Our aim was to 
make people ask questions 
about what was the real 
Christmas story,’ she said. 

‘It was a very imaginative 
project’, said the Revd Ian 
Bentley, the Vicar. ‘It created 
a lot of interest in the 
Christmas message especially 
in the village, although peo- 
ple came from far and wide. 

I met lots of people walking 
round who might not come 
to church. We just see it as a 
part of a process of putting 



Jesus back at the centre,’ he 
said. 

There were one or two 
casualties, said Deborah 
Lake who was also 
involved in the project. 
Adam and Eve in particular 
had seemed to attract the 
local school boys. But on 
the whole the figures sur- 
vived the bad weather 
remarkably well she said. 

The best figures have been 
offered a home in a barn 
for possible future use. An 
Easter trail could be the 
next project says Clare 
Page. ‘But not this year!.’ 
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Bovington, Dorset 



MUSEUM 






f FAMILYJXCTIVITY TRAIL 

IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
TREt Acoustiguide Audio Tours 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 

MOBILITY Displays 

Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 



PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of visitors 

T: 01929 405096 
E: info @ tankmuseum.co.uk 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 

r MUSEUM OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 

P (~\ Cioses 5pm Sun 15th to 10am Fr; 27th Dec 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 



AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL a FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 



ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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To Advertise 



please ring Sue WHIiams on: 

01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 
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Greenway 

Antiques 




Antiques and decorative 

OBJECTS BOUGHT 

and sold. Also 
DAAD feN 
BELATED 
ItENS. STAOBL K 
STONES. STONE 
TROUGHS ETC. 



A Member 
of C.A.D.A 



90 CORN STREET, WITNEY, 
OXON. 0X28 6BU 



Tel: 01993 705026 



Then God said, ‘Let there be 
light’: and there was light 

(Genesis 1:3) 

A great theme in the lectionary 
readings during February is 
Creation, summed up in the 
words of the lovely collect for 
the second Sunday before 
Lent. ‘Almighty God’, it says, 
‘You have created the heavens 
and the earth and made us in 
your own image: teach us to 
discern your hand in all your 
works and your likeness in all 
your children’. That expresses 
very powerfully the difference 
it makes to believe that we live 
in a Creation and that we are 
his creatures. The fact that 
everything that exists in that 
Creation is a work of God 
demands that we treat it with 
respect and recognise the 
image of God in ‘all his chil- 
dren’. 

An emphasis, even if only for 
a few weeks, on the truth of 
this will help to deliver us from 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



the besetting sin of the 21st 
century, which is the corrosive 
conviction that we are the 
cleverest people who ever 
lived, and could do anything if 
we only put our minds and 
resources to it. Christians 
believe that the divine became 
human at Bethlehem: modem 
thinking suggests that humans 
become divine when they 
begin to unravel the mysteries 
of the universe. ‘Only give us 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Jesus in the Upper 
Room (BRF 2002) 



time (and money)’, the argu- 
ment seems to go, ‘and our 
„eyes will be opened and we 
shall be like God’. The echo of 
the voice of the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden is horrible to 
hear. 

It is not knowledge, or 
research, or even human 
curiosity that is wrong, but the 
pride that dethrones the 
Creator. As the psalmist wrote, 
‘It is he who has made us, and 
not we ourselves’. There is a 
healthy humility about those 
words. We are creatures living 
in God’s world, and we shall 
flail about helplessly in the face 
of our problems until we dis- 
cern the hand of a wise and 
loving God in all that he has 
made and listen to his voice. 
‘Let there be light’, indeed, but 
let it be the light that shines 
from ‘the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no shadow due 
to change’ (James: 17). 
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